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Week Ending Friday, May 27, 


Proclamation 7905—Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day, 2005 
May 20, 2005 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On Memorial Day, we honor the men and 
women in uniform who have given their lives 
Nation. When the stakes 
our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
Guardsmen answered 
the ultimate sac 
rifice for the security of our country and the 
peace of the world. 

Throughout our Nation’s history 
of the taken great risks 
to keep America strong and free. These 
proud patriots have defended the innocent, 
freed the oppressed, and helped spread the 
promise of liberty to all corners of the earth 
In serving our Nation, they have been unre 
lenting in battle, unwavering in loyalty, 
unmatched in decency 


in service to our 
highest, 
Marines, 


were 
and Coast 
the call of duty and made 


. members 
Armed Forces have 


and 
. Because of their self 
less courage, millions of people who once 
lived under tyranny now are free 
ica is more secure. 
On Memorial Day, 
history 


» and Amer- 


y, we remember that this 
y of great achievement has been ac 
companied by great sacrifice. To secure our 
freedom, many heroic service members have 
given their lives. This year we mark the 60th 
anniversary of the end of World War II, and 
we remember the Americans who died on 
distant shores defending our Nation in that 
war. On Memorial Day and all year long, we 
pray for the families of the fallen and show 
our respect for the contributions these men 
and women have made to the story of free 
Our grateful Nation honors their self- 
less service, and we acknowledge a debt that 
is beyond our power to repay. 

In respect for their devotion to America, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
on May II, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), 


dom. 


has requested the President to issue a pre cla- 
mation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace and desig- 
nating a period on that day when the people 
of the United States might unite in prayer. 
The by Public Law 106-579, has 
also designated the minute beginning at 3:00 
p.m. local time on that day as a time for all 
National Moment 


Congress, 


Americans to observe the 
of Remembrance. 

Now, Therefore, 1, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do he reby proclaim Memorial Day, May 30, 
2005, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, 
and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day 
in prayer. I also ask all Americans 
to observe the National Moment of Remem- 
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on 
Memorial Day. I urge the media to partici- 
pate in these observances. 


as a time 
to unite 


I also request the Governors of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units 
of government, to direct that the flag be 
flown at half-staff until noon on this Memo- 
rial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States, and in 
all areas under its jurisdiction and control. 
| also request the people of the United States 
to display the flag at half-staff from their 
home Ss for the custome try fore Noon pe riod. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of May 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 


_ in the 


George W. Bush 


Office of the 


2005 | 


[Filed with the 
8:45 a.m., May 24 


Federal Register 


Nore: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 25. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 


issue 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Deployment of United 
States Combat-Equipped Armed 
Forces Around the World 

May 20, 2005 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: 

I am providing this supplemental consoli- 
dated report, prepared by my Administration 
and consistent with the War Powers Resolu- 
tion (Public Law 93-148), as part of my ef- 
forts to keep the Congress informed about 
deployments of USS. combat-equipped 
armed forces around the world. This supple- 
mental report covers operations in support 
of the global war on terrorism, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


The Global War on Terrorism 


Since September 24, 2001, I have re- 
ported, consistent with Public Law 107-40 
and the War Powers Resolution, on the com- 
bat operations in Afghanistan against al- 
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban supporters, 
which began on October 7, 2001, and the 
deployment of various combat-equipped and 
combat-support forces to a number of loca- 


tions in the Central, Pacific, and Southern 


Command areas of operation in support of 


those operations and of other operations in 
our global war on terrorism. 

I will direct additional measures as nec- 
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to self- 
defense and to protect U.S. citizens and in- 
terests. Such measures may include short-no- 
tice deployments of special operations and 
other forces for sensitive operations in var- 
ious locations throughout the world. It is not 
possible to know at this time either the pre- 


cise scope or duration of the deployment of 


U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter the 
terrorist threat to the United States. 

United States Armed Forces, with the as- 
sistance of numerous coalition partners, con- 
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue 
al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate support 
to al-Qaida. 

These operations have been successful in 
seriously degrading al-Qaida’s training capa- 
bilities. United States Armed Forces, with 


the assistance of numerous coalition part- 
ners, ended the Taliban regime in Afghani- 
stan and are actively pursuing and engaging 
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remnant al-Qaida and Taliban fighters. Ap- 
proximately 90 U.S. personnel are also as- 
signed to the International Security Assist- 
ance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The U.N. 
Security Council authorized the ISAF in 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1386 of 
December 20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its 
authorization since that time, most recently, 
for a 12-month period from October 13, 
2004, in U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1563 of September 13, 2004. The mission of 
the ISAF under NATO command is to assist 
the Government of Afghanistan in creating 
a safe and secure environment that allows 
reconstruction and the reestablishment of 
Afghan authorities. Currently, all 26 NATO 
nations contribute to the ISAF. Ten non- 
NATO contributing countries also participate 
by providing military and other support per- 
sonnel to the ISAF. 

The United States continues to detain sev- 
eral hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fighters 
who are believed to pose a continuing threat 
to the United States and its interests. The 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
deployed to Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, in the U.S. Southern Command area 
of operations since January 2002 continue to 
conduct secure detention operations for the 
approximately 520 enemy combatants at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized a 
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under 
unified command in U.N. Security Council 
1511 of October 16, 2003, and 
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 2004, 
noting the [raqi Interim Government's re- 
quest to retain the presence of the MNF. 
Under U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1546, the mission of the MNF is to con- 
tribute to the security and stability in Lraq, 


Resolution 


until the com- 
pletion of Iraq’s political transformation. 
These include assisting in 
building the capability of the Lraqi security 
forces and institutions, as the Lraqi people, 
represented by the Transitional National As- 
sembly, draft a constitution and establish a 
constitutionally elected government. The 
U.S. contribution to the MNF is approxi- 
mately 139,000 military personnel. 


as reconstruction continues, 


contributions 
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In furtherance of our efforts against terror- 
ists who pose a continuing 
threat to the 
allies, 


and imminent 
United States, our friends and 
abroad, the United 
States continues to work with friends and al- 
lies in areas around the globe. United States 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
are located in the Horn of Africa region, and 
the U.S. forces headquarters element it 
Djibouti provides command and control sup- 
port as necessary for military operations 
against al-Qaida and other international ter- 
rorists in the Horn of Africa region, including 
Yemen. 


and our forces 


These forces also assist in enhancing 
counterterrorism capabilities in Kenya, Ethi- 
opia, Yemen, Eritrea, and Djibouti. In addi 
tion, the United States continues to conduct 
maritime interception operations on the high 
seas in the 
the geographic combatant commanders. 
These maritime operations have the respon- 
sibility to stop the movement, arming, or fi- 
nancing of international terrorists. 


NATO-Led Kosovo Force (KFOR) 

As noted in previous reports regarding 
U.S. contributions in support of peace- 
keeping efforts in Kosovo, the U.N. Security 
Council authorized Member States to estab- 
lish KFOR in U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 1244 of June 10, 1999. The 
KFOR is to provide an international security 
presence in order to renewed _ hos- 
tilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce the 
terms of the Military Technical Agreement 
between NATO and the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia (which is now Serbia and Mon- 
enforce the terms of the Under- 
taking on Demilitarization and Trans- 
formation of the former Kosovo Liberation 
Army; provide day-to-day operational direc- 
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and 
maintain a safe and secure environment to 
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad- 
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UN MIK). 
NATO nations 
Eleven non-NATO 
countries also participate by 


deter 


tenegro); 


Currently, there are 23 
contributing to KFOR. 
contributing 


providing military personnel and other sup- 
port personne +1 to KFOR. The U.S. contribu- 
tion to KFOR in Kosovo is about 1,700 U.S. 
military personnel, or approximately LO per- 


areas of responsibility of all of 


mission of 


cent of KFOR’s total strength of approxi- 
mately 17,000 personnel. Additionally, U.S. 
military personnel occasionally operate from 
Macedonia, Albania, and Greece in support 
of KFOR operations. 


The U.S. forces have been assigned to a 
sector principally centered around Gnjilane 
in the eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. 
KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally, main- 
taining a safe and secure environment re- 
mains the primary military task. The KFOR 
operates under NATO command and contro! 
The KFOR coordi- 
nates with and supports UNMIK at most lev- 
els; provide S a security presence in towns, 
villages, 


and rules of engagement. 


and organizes 
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro- 
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis- 
putes, and he ‘Ip instill in the community a 
feeling of confidence. 


and the countryside; 


In accordance with U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244, UNMIK continues to trans- 
fer additional competencies to the Kosovar 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, 
which includes the Prime Min- 
ister, multiple ministries, and the Kosovo As- 
sembly. The UNMIK retains ultimate au- 
thority in some sensitive areas such as police, 


President, 


justice, and ethnic minority affairs. 
NATO 
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. 


continues formally to review 
These 
reviews provide a basis for assessing current 
force levels, future requirements, force struc- 
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with- 
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the 
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and 
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans. 
The UNMIK international police and the 
(KPS) have full 
safety and_ policing 
throughout Kosovo except in the area of 
South Mitrovica, where KFOR and UNMIK 
share this responsibility due to security con- 
cerns. The UNMIK international police and 
KPS also have begun to assume responsibility 
for guarding patrimonial sites and established 
border-crossing che -ckpoints. The KFOR 
augments sec urity in pe articul: urly sensitive 
areas or in response to particular threats as 
needed. 


Kosovo Police Service 


sponsibility for public 
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NATO Headquarters- Sarajevo in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 


Pursuant to the June 2004 decision made 
by NATO Heads of State and Government, 
and in accordance with U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 1575 of November 22, 2004, 
NATO Stabilization 
SFOR operations in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and established NATO Head- 
quarters-Sarajevo to continue to assist in im- 


concluded _ its Force 


plementing the Peace Agreement in conjunc- 
tion with a newly established European 
Force (EUFOR). NATO Headquarters-Sara- 
jevo, to which approximately 235 U.S. per- 
sonnel are assigned, is, with EUFOR, the 
legal successor to SFOR. The principal tasks 
of NATO Headquarters-Sarajevo are pro- 
viding advice on defense reform and _per- 
forming operational supporting tasks, such as 
counterterrorism and supporting the Inter- 
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia. 

| have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in all of these operations pur- 
suant to my constitutional authority to con- 
duct U.S. foreign relations and as Com- 
mander in Chief and Chief Executive. Offi- 
cials of my Administration and | commu- 
nicate regularly with the leadership and other 
Members of Congress with regard to these 
deployments, and we will continue to do so. 

Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


Nore: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue 


The President’s Radio Address 
May 21, 2005 


Good morning. Today [ can report to you 
that we are making good progress in advanc- 
ing the cause of freedom, defeating the 
forces of terror, and transforming our mili- 
tary so we can meet the emerging threats 
of the 21st century. As I speak, Laura is in 
the Middle East to help advance the freedom 
agenda, and her message is a powerful one, 
that by working together for liberty, we will 
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create a future of peace and opportunity for 
women and men worldwide. 

On Monday, I will meet Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai at the White House to discuss 
freedom’s remarkable progress in his nation. 
Afghanistan now has a constitution and an 
elected President, and its citizens will return 
to the polls this September to elect provincial 
councils in the lower house of the National 
Assembly. We're helping Afghanistan’s elect- 
ed government solidify these democratic 
gains and deliver real change. A nation that 
once knew only the terror of the Taliban is 
now seeing a rebirth of freedom, and we will 
help them succeed. 

Terrorists know that there is no room for 
them as freedom takes root in the broader 
Middle East, so they are fighting to stop its 
progress. But in recent weeks, we have dealt 
them a series of devastating blows. In Af- 
ghanistan, we have brought to justice dozens 
of terrorists and insurgents. In Pakistan, one 
of Usama bin Laden’s senior terrorist leaders, 
a man named al-Libbi, was brought to jus- 
tice. In Iraq, we captured two deputies of 
the terrorist Zarqawi, and our forces have 
killed or captured hundreds of terrorists and 
insurgents near the Syrian border. 

Our strategy is clear: We will fight the ter- 
rorists abroad so we do not have to face them 
here at home. While some difficult days still 
lie ahead, these recent victories are making 
America safer and the world more secure. 

As we make progress against today’s en- 
emies, we are also transforming our military 
to defeat the enemies we might face in the 
decades ahead. On Friday, I will speak to 
future leaders of our military who are grad- 
uating from the U.S. Naval Academy about 
how we are making our Armed Forces faster, 
more agile, and more lethal. 

To deal with the emerging threats of the 
21st century, we are building a military that 
can deploy rapidly and deliver more fire- 
power with fewer forward-deployed forces. 
However, much of our military is still de- 
ployed in ways that reflect the threats of the 
cold war. So last summer, I announced a plan 
to reposition our forces over the next decade. 
This shift will bring home 60 to 70,000 uni- 
formed personnel, while still maintaining a 
significant overseas presence. It will also 
allow us to reduce the stress on our military 
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families and make the best overall use of ow 
resources. In the months and years ahead 
we will continue to do what is necessary to 
prepare our Armed Forces to protect the 
American people in this new century. 

The war on terror continues, and we are 
making solid progress, but we must not be 
come complacent. We will continue to pur 
sue terrorists abroad. We will continue to 
support democratic change throughout the 
world, including in Afghanistan, Iraq, and the 
broader Middle East. And we will do what 
ever it takes to support our men and women 
in uniform and give them the tools they need 
to prevail. 

Thank you for listening. 


Note: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m. on 
May 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White Hous« 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 21. The tran 
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on May 20 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. In his remarks, the 
President referred to President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al 
Abu Faraj al-Libbi 
senior Al Qaida associate arrested in Pakistan on 
April 30; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
A] Zarqawi. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad 


dre ‘SS 


Qaida terrorist organization 


Commencement Address at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
May 21, 2005 


Thank you, President Byker, members of 


the Calvin faculty, distinguished guests pal 


ents, friends, family, and most importantly 
the Class of 2005. 

Thanks for having me. I was excited to 
come back to Calvin, and I was just telling 
Laura the other night about what fun it 
would be to come to Calvin College. I said 
“You know, Laura, I love being around so 
many young folks. You know, it gives me a 
chance to relive my glory days in academia 
|Laughter| She said, “George, that’s not ex 
actly how I would describe your college expe- 
rience.” |Laughter| She also said one other 
thing I think the graduates will appreciate 
hearing, a good piece of advice. She said, 
“The folks here are here to get their diploma, 
not to hear from an old guy go on too long.” 


May 21 
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[Laughter] So with that sage advice, here 
goes 

I bring a great message of hope and free- 
dom to Calvin College Class of 2005: There 
is life after Bosch and 
English 101. |Laughter| Someday you will 
appreciate the grammar and verbal skills you 
learned here. [Laughter| And if any of you 
wonder how far a mastery of the English lan- 
guage can take you, just look what it did for 
me. |Laughter 


Professor Vanden 


I thank the moms and dads here for your 
I want to thank 
the faculty for your hard work and dedica- 
tion. And again, I congratulate the Class of 


sacrifice and for your love 


2005. Soon you will collect your degrees and 
Say goodbyes to a school that has been your 
home, and you will take your rightful place 
in a country that offers you the greatest free- 
dom and opportunity on Earth. I ask that 
you use what you've learned to make your 
own contributions to the story of American 
freedom 

The immigrants who founded Calvin Col- 
lege came to America for the freedom to 
worship, and they built this great school on 
the sturdy ground of liberty. They saw in the 
American experiment the world’s best hope 
for freedom, and they weren't the only ones 
excited by what they saw. In 1835, a young 
civil servant and aristocrat from France 
named Alexis de Tocqueville would publish 
a book about America that still 


today. 


resonates 


The book is called “Democracy in Amer- 
ica,” and in it this young Frenchman said that 
the secret to America’s success was our talent 
for bringing people together for the common 
good. De Tocqueville wrote that tyrants 
maintained their power by “isolating” their 
citizens and that Americans guaranteed their 
freedom by their remarkable ability to band 
together without any direction from govern- 
ment. The America he described offered the 
world something it had never seen before, 
a working model of a thriving democracy 
where opportunity was unbounded, where 
virtue was strong, and where citizens took 
responsibility for their neighbors. 

Tocqueville’s account is not just the obser- 
vations of one man; it is the story of our 
founding. It is not just a description of Amer- 
ica at a point in time; it is an agenda for 
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our time. Our Founders rejected both a rad- 


ical individualism that makes no room for 


others and the dreary collectivism that crush- 
es the individual. " 
ety where individual freedom is anchored in 
communities. And in this hopeful new cen- 
tury, W 


They gave us instead a soci- 


e have a great goal, to renew this spirit 
of community and thereby renew the char- 
acter and compassion of our country. 

First, we must understand that the char- 
acter of our citizens is essential to society. 
In a free and compassionate society, the pub- 
lie good depends on private ee That 
character is formed and shaped in institu- 
tions like family, faith, and the many civil 
and—social and civic organizations, from the 
Boy Scouts to the Rotary Clubs. The future 
success of our Nation depends on our ability 
to understand the difference between right 
and wrong and to have the strength of char- 
acter to make the right choices. Government 
cannot create character, but it can and should 
respect and support the institutions that do. 

Second, we must understand the impor- 
tance of keeping power close to the people. 
Local people know local problems; 
know the names 


they 
s and faces of their neighbors. 
The heart and soul of America is in our local 
communities; it is in the citizen school boards 
that determine how our children are edu- 
cated; it’s in the city councils and State legis- 
lators that reflect the unique needs and prior- 
ities of the people they serve; it’s in the vol- 
unteer groups that transform towns and cities 
into caring communities and neighborhoods. 
In the years to come, I hope that you'll con- 
sider joining these associations or serving in 
government, because when you come to- 
gether to serve a cause greater than yourself, 
you will energize your communities and you 
will help build a more just and compassionate 
America. 

Finally, we must understand that it is by 
becoming active in our communities that we 
move beyond our narrow interests. In today’s 
complex world, there are a lot of things that 
pull us apart. We need to support and en- 
courage the institutions and pursuits that 
bring us together. And we learn how to come 
together by participating in our churches and 
temples and mosques and synagogues, in civil 
rights associations, in our PTAs and Jaycees, 
in our gardening and book clubs, interest 
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groups, and chambers of commerce, in our 
service groups from soup kitchens to home- 
less shelters. 

All these organizations promote the spirit 
of community and help us acquire the “habits 
of heart” that are so vital to a free society. 
And because one of the deepest values of 
our country is Compassion, we 


must never 


turn away from any citizen who feels isolated 
from the opportunities of America. Our faith- 
based and community groups provide the ar- 


mies of compassion that help people who 
wonder if the 
them. 


American Dream is meant for 
These armies of compassion are the 
great engines of social change. ; 
individual and local needs, and they have 
been found at the front of every great move- 
ment in American history. 

The history of forming associations dedi- 
cated to serving others is as old as America, 
itself. From abolition societies and suffrage 
movements to immigrant aid groups and 
prison reform ministries, America’s social en- 
trepreneurs have often been far ahead of our 
Government in identifying and meeting the 
needs of our fellow countrymen. Because 
they are closer to the people they serve, our 
faith-based and community organizations de- 
liver better results than Government. And 
they have a human touch: When a person 
in need knocks on the door of a faith-based 
or community organization, he or she is wel- 
comed as a brother or a sister. 

No one understood this better than an- 
other 19th century visitor to America whose 
name is well known to Calvin College, Abra- 
ham Kuyper. Kuyper was a Dutchman who 
would be elected his nation’s Prime Minister, 
and he knew all about the importance of as- 
sociations because he 


They serve 


founded so many of 
them, including two newspapers, a political 
party, and a university. Kuyper contrasted 
the humanizing influence of independent so- 
cial institutions with the “mechanical char- 
acter of government.” And in a famous 
speech right here in Grand Rapids, he urged 
Dutch immigrants to resist the temptation 
to retreat behind their own walls. He told 
them to go out into their adopted America 
and make a true difference as true Christian 
citizens. 

Our Government is encouraging all Ameri- 
cans to make a difference through our Faith- 
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Based and Community Initiative. We're mo- 
bilizing Americans to volunteer through the 
USA Freedom Corps. We'll do our part, but 
ultimately, service is up to you. It is your 
choice to make. As your generation takes its 
place in the world, all of you must make this 
decision: Will you be a spectator or a citizen? 

To make a difference in this world, you must 
be involved. By serving a higher calling here 


or abroad, you'll make your lives richer and 


build a more hopeful future for our world. 
At Calvin College, you take this call 
service to heart. You serve as “ 
newal” across the Earth. You volunteer for 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters to mentor young 
people. You work at Bethany Christian Serv- 
ices here in Grand R: ipids, one of the best- 
known 


agents of re- 


America. A 
former Calvin student and professor, Vern 
Ehlers, serves in the Halls of Congress. As 
the Class of 2005 goes out into the world, 
I ask you to embrace this tradition of service 
and help set an example for all Americans. 
As Americans, we share an agenda that calls 
us to action, a great responsibility to serve 


adoption services in 


and love others, a responsibility that goes 
back to the greatest commandment. 

This isn’t a 
Republican idea. This is an American idea. 
It has sustained our Nation’s liberty for more 
than 200 years. The Founders knew that too 
much Government leads to oppression but 
that too little Government can leave us help- 
less and alone. So they built a free society 
with many roots in community. And to keep 
the tree of liberty standing tall in the century 
before us, you must nourish those roots. 
y, the Calvin Class of 2005 looks out 
on an America that continues to be defined 
by the promise of our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. We're still the Nation our Found- 
ers imagined, where individual freedom and 
opportunity is unbounded, where community 
is vibrant, where compassion keeps us from 
resting until all our citizens take their place 
at the banquet of freedom and equality. And 
with your help, we'll all do our part to trans- 
form our great land one person and one com- 
munity at a time. 


This isn’t a Democratic idea. 


Today, 


Thank you for having me. 
you, and may 
country. 


May God bless 


God continue bless our 
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Note: The President spoke 
Calvin College 


at the 
Fieldhouse. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Gaylen J. Byker, president, ¢ 


le ge 


at 2:15 p.m. 


‘alvin Col- 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan 

May 23, 2005 


Thank you. Welcome. 
back to the White 
I am honored to stand by the first 
democratically elected leader in the 5,000- 
year history of Afghanistan. Congratulations. 

President Karzai. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you very much. 

President Bush. | want to thank you for 
your friendship and your commitment to 
freedom. | especially want to thank you for 
being such a wonderful host to my wife, 
Laura. She came back overwhelmed by the 
experience, touched by the people she met, 
and optimistic about the future for your 
country. So thanks for being a good host, and 
thanks for being such a fine inspiration to 
not only the people of your country but show- 
ing the countries in 
what's possible. 

Your leadership has been strong, and it’s 
in our interests that Afghanistan be free. Af- 
ghanistan is no longer a safe haven for terror- 
ists. Afghanistan is a key partner in the global 
war on terror. Our troops have fought and 
will continue to fight side by side to defeat 
the few who want to stop the ambitions of 
the many. 

President Karzai. Exactly. 

President Bush. Increasing numbers of 
low-level Taliban are getting the message 
that Afghanistan’s society is peaceful and op- 
timistic, and | appreciate your efforts to 
reach out to the low-level members of the 
Taliban. I am impressed by the progress that 
you're making toward a market economy and 
a full-fledged democracy. 

One of the things that’s very important, 
that is—a shift of opinion is taking place 
where now women are equal partners in soci- 
ety. Over 40 percent of the voters in that 
October day were women voters. Girls are 
now going to school. Women entrepreneurs 
are opening businesses. The President was 


President Bush. 
Mr. President, 
House. 


welcc me 


your neighborhood 
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telling me that there’s quite a number of can- 
didates who've filed for the upcoming legisla- 
tive elections who are The model, 
the example being set by Afghanistan in that 
part of the world is an important message, 
because you can’t have a free and hopeful 
society unless women are full participants in 
the socie ty. 

And so Mr. President, 
leadership. We're 


women 


thank you for your 
looking forward to watch- 
ing and helping make sure these elections 
go forward in a peaceful manner. It’s a—the 
number of candidates that—who have filed 
are—is quite impressive. I think you maybe 
told me over 5,000? 

President Karzai. Over 5,000. 

President Bush. Yes, 5,000 people have 
filed for office. It’s a— 
ishing. 

We spent a lot of time talking about the 
challenges we continue to face. Our objective 
is to continue to train the Afghan army so 
that they're capable of defeating the terror- 
ists. However, today, it’s important for the 
Afghan people to understand that we have 
a strategic vision about our relationship with 
Afghanistan. 


democracy is flour- 


I've signed a strategic partnership with the 
President. It’s a partnership that we've been 
working on for quite awhile. It’s a partner- 
ship that establishes regular high-level ex- 
changes on political security and economic 
interests of—economic issues of mutual in- 
We will consult with Afghanistan if 
it perceives its territorial integrity, independ- 
ence, or security is at risk. We will help the 
Afghan people build strong, lasting govern- 
ment and civic institutions. We'll continue to 
support reconstruction, economic develop- 
ment, and investments that will help educate 
and build the skills of the Afghan people. 

I’ve got great faith in the future in Afghani- 
stan. First, I've got great faith in the ability 
of democracy to provide hope. And I've got 
faith in this man as a leader. He has shown 
tremendous courage in the face of difficult 
odds. He’s been a strong leader. He’s a good 
friend to our country. And Mr. President, it’s 
my honor to welcome you back here. Con- 
gratulations. 

President Karzai. Thank you very much. 
My turn? 

President Bush. Your turn. | Laughter| 


terests. 
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President Karzai. Mr. President—— 

President Bush. Don't these an 
opening; they'll jump in there at a moment's 
notice. | Laughter] 

President Karzai. Mr. it’s a 
great pleasure and privilege to be visiting the 


give 


President, 


United States again, to be visiting you in the 
White House with the usual warmth and hos- 
pitality. I was in Boston yesterday, meeting 
with all the students on their commencement 
day. I was given an honorary degree, which 
was a great honor for me, and received tre- 
mendous warmth there as well. 

The United States has been the country 
with whose help we have rebuilt our coun- 
try—are in the process of rebuilding our 
country. And you have been at the forefront 
of that effort with us in Afghanistan and in 
the rest of the world. I'm here today to thank 
you, Mr. President, once again for your lead- 
ership in providing Afghanistan the security, 
the reconstruction, and the freedoms that the 
Afghan people have today. 
imagine, Mr. President, and 
I cannot tell you that in a few words—there 
are it has to take a much 
for me to describe to you what 
Afghanistan was going through 3 
So it’s difficult to say, and I'm sometimes— 
rather often—neither our press nor your 
press nor the press in the rest of the world 
pick up the miseries of the Afghans 3 years 
ago and what has been achieved since then, 
until today. We have a constitution. We had 
a Presidential election, and I’m glad it turned 
out to be good for me. |[Laughter| 

President Bush. 1 know 
| Laughter| 

President Karzai. 
ter|—I believe we 


You cannot 


so many words, 
longer time 


years ago. 


how you feel. 


Yes, well—{laugh- 


share that feeling, yes. 


And we are going to have a parliame ntary 


2 


election in 3 months’ time. And I just in- 
formed the President that we have, as of yes- 
terday—as of the day before yesterday, 
5,000 candidates for the National Assembly 
and for the provincial assemblies. There are 
women from all the provinces of the country 
will be coming to the Parliament. So the 
country is moving forward. 

We have been talking with your officials 
in Afghanistan and have conveyed to you 
through your Embassy and Government the 


over 
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desire of the Afghan people to have a stra- 
tegic partnership with America, because after 
the completion of the parliamentary elec- 
tions, the Bonn process will come to an end. 
would like the 
world to recognize that with the completion 
of the Bonn process and the arrival of the 
Afghan Parliament, Afghanistan will not sud- 
denly stand on its own feet. 
will have 


From that point onward, we 


Politically, we 
-politically we 
will have completed the process, but in terms 
of the institutional strength, Afghanistan will 
continue to need a lot of support. 

And 
today a memorandum of understanding on 
the long-term partnership between Afghani- 
stan and the United States of America, which 
will make sure that Afghanistan continues to 
receive reconstruction assistance, 
make 


ceive 


done the process 


I'm glad that you signed with me 


which will 
sure that Afghanistan continues to re 
training from the for its military 
and the police, and which will enable Afghan- 
istan to stand on its own feet eventually and 
be a good, active member of the region, con 
tributing to peace and stability in the region 
and be a bridge between various parts of that 
part of the world for trade and values. 

Mr. President, I'm here today to thank you 
for all that you have done for Afghanistan 
And we are very, very happy. We are grateful. 
You sent the Vice President of the United 
States to come and attend the Inauguration 
in Afghanistan. It was a tremendous honor 
for us to receive him there, 
there. It was the manifestation of the com- 
mitment of the United States and yourself 
to the Afghan people to have that day at- 
tended by the Vice President. And we are 
very, very happy, more importantly, to have 
had the First Lady to visit us in Afghanistan 
We were thrilled. The Afghan women were 
thrilled. The Afghan society was thrilled. And 
now you guess whose turn it is now to come 
to Afghanistan. [Laughter] So we'll be hoping 
to receive you there very soon. 

President mr Thank you for the invita- 
tion. [Laughter] 

President Karzai. The country is much 
greener than it was in the past few years. 
I thank you once again for receiving us here 
and for the support you've given to us all 
along and will continue to do so. Thank you. 


to have him 
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Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I don’t want to correct my 
friend, but I must. In thanking me, 
really thanking the American people. 
President Karzai. Of course 
President Bush. And the Asnetican peo- 
ple are 


President Bush. 
Of course, 


you re 


most impressed by the progress 


you've made, Mr. President, and it’s progress 
that we look forward to working with you so 
that you can continue to make progress. 


And in the spirit of free press, we'll answer 
a couple of questions. 

President Karzai. 
yes. |Laughter| 

President Bush. 
Associated Press]. 


Yes, we all know that. 


Hunt [Terence Hunt. 


Afghanistan-U.S. Cooperation 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. 


dent, will you give the Karzai Government 
custody of Afghan citizens detained by the 
United States? And are you willing to give 
Afghanistan more say in U.S. military matters 
in their country? 

And to President Karzai, did you discuss 
the prisoner abuse at Bagram issue with the 
President? 

President Bush. First 
say over our military, our rel tionship is one 
of cooperate and consult. Of course our 
troops will respond to U.S. commanders, but 
our U.S. commanders and our diplomatic 
mission there is in a consultative relationship 
with the Government. It’s a 
There is a 


Presi- 


in terms of more 


free society. 
democratically elected Govern- 
They've invited us in, and we'll consult 
with them in terms of how to achieve mutual 
goals, and that is to rout out the remnants 
of Al Qaida, to deal with those folks who 
would come and like to create harm to U.S. 
citizens and/or Afghan citizens. 

I must say the Afghan military is making 
great progress. It hasn’t been all that long 
Now 
25,000 troops who are trained 
and ready to fight, and they take the fight 
to these thugs that are coming across the bor- 
der to create havoc. And we've got another, 
I think, 22,000 to train to get this army fully 
stood up. Our mission in Afghanistan and 
lraq is the same. I mean, we want these new 
democracies to be able to defend themselves. 
And so we will continue to work with the 


ment. 


ago that we started a training mission. 
there’s over 
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Afghans to train them and to cooperate and 
consult with the Government. 
The other aspect of the question? 


Afghan Detainees in Guantanamo/ 
Prisoner Abuse 


Q. The prisoners who—— 

President Bush. Oh, the yes. 
Our policy, as you know, has been to work 
our way through those who are being held 
in Guantanamo and send them back to the 
host countries, and we will do so over time, 
with the Afghan Part of the 
issue is to make sure there is a place where 
the prisoners can be held. As I explained to 
the President, that our policy is, one, where 
we want the people to be sent home, but, 
two, we've got to make sure the facilities are 
there 


pr isoners, 


Government. 


—facilities where these people can be 
housed and fed and guarded. 

Now, you asked about the prison—yes, he 
did bring up the prison abuse. 

President Karzai. On the question of the 
prisoner abuse, we are, of course, sad about 
that. But let me make sure that you all know 
that that does not reflect on the 
people. 

Right now in Afghanistan there is an 
Italian lady that has been kidnapped by an 
Afghan man, while there are hundreds of Af- 
ghan women demonstrating outside in the 
streets of Kabul demanding the 
that woman, the Italian lady. So the prisoner 
abuse thing is not at all a thing that we at- 
tribute to anybody else but those individuals. 

The Afghan people are grateful, very, very 
much to the American people. They recog- 
nize that individual acts do not reflect either 
on governments or on societies. 


American 


These things 
happen everywhere. As we are sad, we recog- 
nize that the American people, kind as they 
are to Afghanistan, have nothing to do with 
that. 

And I'm glad to tell you that I was reading 
today somewhere that one of those persons 
has been given a sentence of prison for 3 
months and removed from his job, and that’s 
a good thing. We, I must repeat strongly, are 
fully aware of the tremendously good values 
of the American people and of their kind atti- 
tude toward us and others in this world. 

Thank you. 


release of 
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President Bush. Somebody from the 
ghan press? 

President Karzai. Anybody from the Af- 
ghan press? Do we have an Afghan press? 
Oh, here he is. | Laughter] 


[At this point, a question was asked in Dari 
and was translated as follows. | 


Afghan Economic Development/Opium 


Interpreter. This question is for President 
Bush. was, 
military assistance, 


and 
Afghanistan needs more 
economic assistance. How can the U.S. assist 
more in building the economic infrastructure 
of Afghanistan? 

President Bush. Right. As you know, we 
cooperated early with Japan and Saudi Arabia 
in helping them build a very important high- 
way. I can remember when then-Secretary 
of State Powell came in and asked whether 
or not I thought this made sense, and I did. 
And I talked—I think I talked to you about 
it in our first visit. 

President Karzai. Yes, yes. 

President Bush. | hope that highway is 
complete—if not, being completed 

President Karzai. It is. 

President Bush. We talked today about 
electricity. Interestingly enough, Afghanistan 
has got natural gas resources, and that those 
gas resources can be used to fire electricity 
plants which will be helpful for the infra- 
structure. And as a matter of fact, thanks to 
the United States Congress, there is recon- 
struction money in the supplemental and the 
budget, and that’s good. 
ways we can help. 

The truth of the matter—another way we 
can help is to diversify the agricultural sector, 
which leads to a subject that we spent some 
time on, and that is opium and poppies. As 
you know, there are—there’s too much 
poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. And I made 
it very clear to the President that this is— 
that we have got to work together to eradi- 
cate poppy crop. And the President, not only 
in this meeting but in other meetings, has 
been very forthcoming about the desire to 
eradicate poppy. And as a matter of fact, ac- 
cording to a United Nations’ report, there 
is less poppy today than the previous year. 

President Karzai. Exactly. 


Question besides security 


And so those are 
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President Bush. The President can giv 
you some statistics on that if you’re inter 
ested. One of the interesting issues, however 
besides poppy crop eradication and, frankly 
bringing people to justice who are running 
And 
the—President Karzai was talking about how 


drugs is to—is for crop substitution 
the quality of the pomegranate that used to 
be grown in Afghanistan—evidently it’s quite 
famous for—the country is quite famous for 
growing pomegranates. 

President Karzai. Yes, yes 

President Bush. Or honeydew melons. In 
other words, there are some specialty crops 
along with wheat and corn, that can and 
should be grown in Afghanistan. We look for 
the President brought his 
Avricultural Minister with him, and we look 
forward to working on this aspect of eco 
After all, Afghanistan 
has had a long history of farming. And we 


can do a lot to help the farmers get back 


ward to working 
nomi development 


on their feet and diversify away from pop 
pies. 

And so there are some areas where we dis 
cussed help. The truth of the matte: 
though, that it’s very important for your Gov 
ernment to make—continue to make ind 
but con 


tinue to make the right decisions about rul 


I'm confident the President will 


of law and transparency and decisions that 
will encourage an open marketplace so that 
people will feel comfortable investing in your 
country. 

I don’t know if you want to comment o1 
that—on the poppy issue 

President Karzai. On the drugs issue, yes 
ves. Mr 


suffering from the cultivation of poppies 


President, indeed, Afghanistan 
which is undermining our economy. It’s giv 
ing us a bad name, worst of all. Just after 
the Inauguration, a day after the Vice Presi 
dent and Secretary Rumsfeld left Afghani 
stan for the U.S., we called a meeting of th 
Afghan elders and representatives and spoke 
to them about the curse of poppies in Al 
ghanistan. Their response to that was ver) 
positive. A lot of provinces that were the big 
gest producers of poppy refrained from pro 
ducing poppies. Three years ago, I saw a re 
port in the that the province of 
Nangarhar, which used to produce poppies 
has now reduced poppies by 80 percent, the 


press 
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same as in Helmand, the 
Badakhshan, the 


whe re poppies were grown. 


Same as in 


same as in other areas 


So we are hoping that Afghanistan this year 
will have something between 20 to 30 per- 


cent reduc tion inh poppies all over the coun- 
trv, and that is a lot. When I was addressing 
the Afghan people a few months ago, I was 
not expecting the response to be so positive 
or that we will have poppy reduction by so 
many percentages in a year Now if this trend 
ontinues, we I] have ho poppies hopefully 
in Afghanistan in another 5 or 6 years 

But equally important is the provision of 
alternative livelihoods to the Afghan people 


he President mentioned pomegranates 
lots of other things in Af- 


ghanistan that people destroyed in order to 


1 
hone vce W melon 


replace with poppies have to be now brought 
back to the lives of the Afghan farmers’ alter 
native livelihood. And our adjudication to the 
arrest of drug dealers, mafia, the producers 
of the labs, is going on. With this trend and 
vith proper alternative livelihood hopefully 


n 5 to 6 years, Afghanistan should be free 

poppies That’s a promise we have given 
to the world and to the Afghan people, and 
that's a promise that we will deliver on. Hold 
us accountable on that 

President Bush. Thank you, sit 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 


Judicial Nominees 


Q. M1 


are you willing to risk a stalling of your do 


President, on judicial nominees, 


nestic agenda in order to get votes on judi- 
, 


cial nominees? And what do you say to critics 
who said the Republicans did basically the 
same thing to some of President Clinton’s 
nominees? 

President Bush. Steve, | have made my 
position very clear, and that is my job is to 
pick people who will interpret the Constitu- 
tion, not use the bench from which to write 
law. That’s what I campaigned on. I said, “I 
I'm the President, I will pick people who do 
that.” I said, “I'll pick people who are 


bring great credit to the bench.’ 


will 
And that’s 
exactly what I’ve done, consistent with judi- 
cial philosophy in my picks as well as the 
character of the people I pick. And I expect 
them to get an up-or-down vote. That’s what 


I expect And I think the American people 
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expect that as well. People ought to have a 
fair hearing, and they ought to get an up- 
or-down vote on the floor 
Why don’t you go with one final question. 
We've got this lady reporter here. Yes 
President Karzai. All right. Lady 


Demonstrations in Afghanistan/Prison 
Abuse 


Q. Just to follow up on the treatment of 


the prisoners. Mr. President, you know, anti- 
American feeling is running high in the Mus- 
lim world. We've seen it in Afghanistan after 
the alleged disintegration of the Koran in 
Guantanamo. After meeting with the Presi- 
dent Muslim world 
and Afghan people that have seen death as 
a result of the article, that this incident in 
Bagram and other treatment of prisoners is 
isolated incident, and it’s not systemic? 

And if I may ask you, Mr. President, as 
you know, the casualties of Iraq is again high 
today, 50 more people dying. Do you think 
that insurgence is getting harder now to de- 
feat militarily? Thank you. 

President Bush. No, | don't think so. | 
think they're being defeated, and that’s why 
they continue to fight. The worst thing for 
them is to see democracy. The President can 
speak to that firsthand. The worst problem 
that an ideolog that uses terror to try to get 


how do you assure the 


their way is to see a free society emerge. And 
I'm confident we’re 
in Iraq. 


making great progress 


And clearly, it’s dangerous, and we mourn 
the loss of life. On the other hand, the 8'4 
million Iraqis who went to the polls sent a 
very clear message to the world that they 
want to be free. 

President Karzai. Ma'am, yes, we dis- 
cussed those questions on the demonstra- 
tions, or the so-called demonstrations in part 
of the—parts of Afghanistan. You saw that 
Government buildings were burned and pri- 
vate property was damaged, broken. Those 
demonstrations were, in reality, not related 
to the Newsweek story. They were more 
against the elections in Afghanistan. They 
were more against the progress in Afghani- 
stan. They were more against the strategic 
partnership with the United States. 

We know who did it. We know the guys. 
We know the people behind those dem- 
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onstrations. And if—unfortunately, you don't 
hear—follow the Afghan press, but if you lis 
ten to the Voice of America, the Radio Lib- 
erty, and the BBC, the Afghan population 
condemned that—those acts of arson in Af- 
ghanistan 


Of course, we are as Muslims very much 
unhappy with Newsweek bringing a matter 
so serious in the gossip column. It’s really 
something that one shouldn't do, that respon- 


But 


Americas story. 


sible journalism shouldn’t do at all 
Newsweek's story is not 
That’s what 


Afghanistan 


that’s what we understand in 
America has over a thousand 
mosques. I have gone and prayed in mosques 
here in America. I’ve prayed in Virginia. I've 
gone and prayed in Maryland. I've been to 
a mosque in Washington. And thousands of 
Afghans have been to mosques here in town, 
and as a matter of fact, tens of thousands 
of Muslims are going on a daily basis to 
mosques in America and praying. 

So—and this is what was also reflected in 
Afghanistan. People spoke in the mosques, 
the clergy, and said, “What the hell are you 


doing?” There is a respect, there is this free- 


dom in America for religion, and there are 
Muslims on a daily basis praying in mosques 
in America. And there are Korans, Holy Ko- 
rans, all and 
mosques. So it was a political act, a political 
act against Afghanistan’s stability, which we 
have condemned, which the Afghan people 
have condemned. 


over America in homes 


On the issue of prisoners, I spoke earlier, 
it does not reflect at all on American people 
On the contrary, it’s an individual act just 
like that bad Afghan kidnapped an Italian 
lady. And it’s not the work of the Afghan 
people. In the same way, we treat this case. 


President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Thank you 


NoTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:03 a.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Minister of Agri- 
culture and Food Obaidullah Ramin of Afghani- 
stan. President Karzai referred to Italian aid work- 
er Clementina Cantoni, who was kidnapped in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on May 16. 
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Joint Declaration of the United 
States-Afghanistan Strategic 
Partnership 

May 23, 2005 


Since the fall of the Taliban regime in De 
cember 2001, the United States and Afghani 
stan have made great progress in the pursuit 
of common strategic objectives. Together we 
have disrupted international terrorist net 
works and worked to ensure that Afghanistan 
will never again be a safe haven for terrorists 
The United States has supported the Afghan 
people as they have established a moderate 
representative government. During this time 
the U.S. Government and the American peo 
ple have demonstrated a commitment to an 
Afghanistan that is democratic, free, and able 
to prov ide for its own security 

Afghanistan expresses the profound grati 
tude of the Afghan people to the people ol 
the United States of America. Thanks to the 
generosity of the American people and U.S 
leadership, this extraordinary effort has en 
abled the Afghan people to regain hope and 
confidence and _ to their vision for 
achieving prosperity and peace. 

Afghanistan 


renew 
confronts important chal 
lenges to its security and its efforts to build 
a government based on democratic prin 
ciples, respect for human rights, and a mat 
ket economy. To address these challenges 
Afghanistan proposed that the United States 
join in a strategic partnership and establish 
close cooperation, including regular, high 
level exchanges on the political, security, and 
economic issues contained herein and other 
issues of mutual interest. The United States 
and Afghanistan plan to work together to de 
velop appropriate arrangements and agree- 
ments to implement their strategic partner 
ship. 

This shared effort will be based on a num 
ber of key principles, including a dedication 
to the rule of law, protection of the human 
rights and civil liberties of all individuals re 
gardless of ethnic affiliations or gender, sup 
port for democratic governance, and reliance 
on the free market as the best means to fur 
ther Afghanistan’s economic progress. The 
strategic partnership's primary goal will be 
to strengthen U.S.-Afghan ties to help ensure 
Afghanistan’s long-term security, democracy 


Vay 93 


S63 


and prosperity. It should contribute to peace- 
ful and productive relations between Afghan- 
istan and its neighbors. It is not directed 
against any third country. 

This partnership will serve as the basis for 
our common efforts to cooperate in the wai 
against international terror and the struggle 
against violent extremism, to promote sta- 
bility and prosperity in the region, and to re- 


main steadfast in supporting Afghanistan's 


campaign to eradicate poppy cultivation pro- 
vide alternate livelihoods assistance, and fight 
the production and trafficking of drugs. The 
partnership will be anchored in the constitu- 
tions of our two countries, and will be guided 
by the United States and Afghanistan’s re- 
obligations under the United Na- 
tions Charter and other international agree- 


spt -ctive 


ments and conventions 

Decades of civil war, political violence, and 
interference in Afghanistan’s internal affairs 
make Afghanistan’s security, sovereignty, 
independence, and territorial integrity par 
ticularly crucial areas for U.S.-Afghan co- 
operation. To enhance Afghanistan's long- 
term democracy prosperity and security, we 


intend to work closely together: 


For Democracy and Governance 


e Support democratic good governance 
and the development of civil society 
based on the rule of law and human 
rights and encourage broad-based polit- 
ical participation in Afghanistan 
Help build strong, lasting Afghan Gov 
ernment and civic institutions and sup- 
port political traditions that are efficient 
and responsive to the needs of the Af- 
ghan people 
Encourage the advancement of freedom 
and democracy in the wider region 
Support Afghanistan’s initiative to re- 
store the country ’s historic role as a land 
bridge connecting Central and South 
Asia and to shift the pattern of regional 
relations from rivalry to economic and 
political cooperation. 

Foster cooperation between Afghani- 

stan and its neighbors and deter med- 

dling in its internal affairs 

Support exchanges 
and partnerships to strengthen ties be- 


pt -ople-to-people 


tween American and Afghan society, 
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thereby fostering common outlooks and 
collaboration on the challenges and op 


portunities before us 


For Prosperity 
e Facilitate and support Afghanistan's in 
tegration into regional and world econo 
mies and appropriate international orga- 
nizations 
e Help develop a legal and institutional 
framework for a thriving private sector 
and an environment favorable to inter 
national investment in Afghanistan 
e Encourage and facilitate involvement of 
U.S. businesses in ventures that accel 
erate the development of Afghan firms 
ind the private sector 
e Continue the reconstruction of Afghani 


{ 


' , 
stan and investments in the people ol 


Afghanistan and encourage other na 


} 
tions to do so 


For Security 

e Help organize, train, equip, and sustain 
Afghanistan 
develops the capacity to undertake this 
responsibility 


Afghan security forces as 


Consult with respect to taking ippro 
priate measures in the event that Af 
ghanistan perceives that its territorial 
integrity, independence, or security is 
threatened or at risk 

Assist the Afghan Government in secu 
rity sector reform 

Continue to conduct counter-terrorism 
operations in cooperation with Afghan 
forces 

Support Coalition assistance to the Af 
ghan Government’s counter-narcotics 
programs 

Continue intelligence sharing 
Strengthen 
NATO. 


. Support border security initiatives 


Afghanistan’s ties with 


It is understood that in order to achieve 
the objectives contained herein, U.S. military 
forces operating in Afghanistan will continue 
to have access to Bagram Air Base and its 
facilities, and facilities at other locations as 
may be mutually determined and that the 
U.S. and Coalition forces are to continue to 
have the freedom of action required to con- 
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duct appropriate mulitary operations based 

on consultations and pre agreed proce dures 

As Afghar 


crease 


Government capabilities in- 
Afghanistan will continue to cooper 
ate against terrorism, to promote regional se 
trade: the Af 


1 
over time vil 


curity, and to combat the drug 


gohan Government move to 


assume Afghan security torce sustainment 


} 
+ ; 
costs; and the Afghan Government intends 


to maintain capabilities for the detention, as 
appropriat¢ 


War on Terror 


As Afghanistan deve lops its politic il SVS 


] ] } 
persons apprehended in the 


: ' . , 
tem, the United States looks to Afghanistan 


to respect human rights and devi lop i just 


and inclusive society Regular, tree, and fair 


democratic elections, a free press, and the 
active implementation of Afghanistan s con 
stitution are 


} 
hallmarks of the necessary com 
mitment to these principles 


| The United 

States relies on the Government of Afghani- 
stan to maintain its firm commitment against 
Da } { 

the production, processing, and trafficking of 
narcotics and to assum« responsibility tor 
1 

countering narcotics as police prosecutorial 


] 


] 
and prison Capacity 1S developed and en- 


hanced. Finally, the United States relies on 


Afghanistan’s commitment to create a legal 
framework and an environment favorable to 
private sector and domestic and international 
investment that offers economic opportuni- 
ties to all Afghan people 

The Afghan 
dous sacrifices and shown great courage in 


The United States 


shares their vision of a country that is demo 


people have made tre men- 


the pursuit of freedom 


cratic and working to improve the 
lives of all Afghans and that plays an impor- 


al pe act 


tant and positive role in the affairs of the 
region and the world. We are confident that 
the U.S.-Afghan strategic partnership will 
play a central role in helping Afghanistan 


1 ' 
achieve these goals 


NotI An original available for 


verification of the content of this joint statement. 


was not 





Administration of ( 7€01 Te VW Bush 2005 May 23 865 


Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony — EPA employee to hold the office of Adminis 
for Stephen L. Johnson as "trator. Steve is also the first professional sci 
Administrator of the Environmental entist to lead the agency. With this back 
Protection Agency 
May 23, 2005 


7 : 
round vill he Ip us continue to plac 
; 


nd scientific analysis at the heart of all 


yor environment il ce CISIONS 


The President. Good afternoon cently finalized a rule that 


fret , me} 
proud to visit the headquarters of the |] irst-ever national ap on mercury 


. , ' { . ; oii Ly ] ly 
ronmental Protection Agency. I am honor MUSSIONS TrOM Powe rpl its, which will result 
to be here to congratulate Steve Johnso1 i nearly 70-percent decrease in thes 


becoming America s ith EPA Adminis emissions. And we issued the Clean Air 
trator. Congratulations. It is good to b nterstate Rule to reduce ait pollution irom 
here with Debbi your worl powerplants by 70 pr rcent Ph - rules are 
well as vour dad. Bill i good start, but they are not a substitute 
I'm sorn t Laura ¢ i] iT 1s at rr ettective legistation. So one ot Steve s first 
lool rorw ird tO joining you on 
Laughter| She tells me that if vou awa his t » further reduce ait pollution 1S 


today she Ss bee n touring the 


vork with (¢ ongress to pass the Clear Skies 
I 
] 


, | 
Laughter legisiation. Clear Skies IS a commonsense 
} 


I want to thank Secretary of Transpo pro-environment, pro-jobs initiative And 
tation Norm Mineta for joining us. I want Congress needs to pass the bill this year 
to thank the former EPA Administrator, th Steve will also build on EPA’s work to im 
former Governor of New Jersey, Christ prove the quality 
Todd Whitman, for coming today vater. We're enforcing strict standards to 


' 
the pyramids, it just looks 


and security of our drinking 


, ] ] ’ | | ] 
I thank Congressman Charlie Taylor bring cleaner water to communities across 
sae 
North Carolina for joining us today. Cor our country. The budget I submitted this 
gressman, I'm proud you're here. He hap ir to Congress includes a $44 million pilot 


yens to be the chairman of the \ppropria program to deve lop tools to better monitor 


t 


ions Subcommittee on the Interior, Envi urban water systems, so we can detect con 
) ] . ] 
ronment, and Related Agencies. Welcom tamination as quickly as possible. The budget 


My administration is fulfilling our respon ilso increases support for EPA homeland se 
sibility to be good stewards of the Earth. curity programs by more than 70 percent 
Today, America’s air, land, and water ar next year. Under Steve’s | idership we will 
cleaner than they were in 2001. We've r work to ensure that every American commu 


duced air pollution by more than 10 percent nity continues to have a wate supply that 


We put in place clean diesel rules that will — is: lean and is safe 
cut emissions trom heavy duty vehi les by We must build on Oul progress in} the con 
more than 90 percent ove1 LO years. We'\ servation and protection of our wetlands, soil 
restored nearly 1,200 abandoned industrial ind wildlife habitats. On Earth Day last year 
sites to productive use. We worked to pass |! announced a new goal to restore, improve 
the Healthy Forests Restoration Act to pro ind protect at least 3 million acres of wet 
tect forests and wildlife and homeowners lands by 2009. After 1 year, we've already 
against catastrophic fires. We've substantially enhanced over 800,000 acres of wetlands 
increased funding to improve water quality And that puts us on a pace to meet our goal 
in the Great Lakes And finally, we will continue our enforce- 
Our policies are protecting the environ ment strategy, which focuses on achieving 
ment while also promoting economic growth real environmental improvements that ben 
And I want to thank each employee of this efit everyone. Since 2001, the EPA has in 
Agency for helping make this progress pos creased compliance inspections by 19 per- 
sible. cent and civil investigations by 24 percent 
Steve Johnson is the right man to build And last year, the Agency provided compli- 
on this progress. He has 24 years of experi- ance assistance to over 730,000 individuals 


ence here at the EPA. He is the first career and businesses 





566 


Our strategy is working. Last year we ob- 
tained commitments to reduce future pollu- 
tion by an estimated 1 billion pounds, an in- 
crease of 50 percent over the 2001 level And 
I want to thank all the EPA employees who 
work in the field to work on this collaborative 
effort 

As Steve leads the EPA, he 
our commonsense approach of collaborating 
with leaders and volunteers at the local level 


will maintain 


to find the best solutions to meet our national 
goals. We'll continue to vigorously enforce 
our environmental laws. We'll encourage 
good stewardship of natural resources, and 
We'll continue to 
protect the health of our citizens and help 


we will focus on results 


guarantee the quality of our air, water, and 
land for generations to come 

I'm looking forward to working with this 
good man as he leads this important Agency. 
Steve, congratulations. God bless 


At this point, Administrator Johnson made 
brief remarks. | 


The President. Congratulations 


Note: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. in the 
Rachel Carson Room at the Environmental Pro 
tection Agency's Ariel Rios Building 


marks he 


wife, Deborah Johnson, and his father 


In his re- 


referred to Administrator Johnson’s 


William 


Johnson. The transcript released by the Office of 


the Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Administrator Johnson 


Remarks in a Discussion on 
Strengthening Social Security in 
Greece, New York 

May 24, 2005 


The President. Thank you all. Go ahead 
and be seated. Be seated, thank you. We’ve 
got to get to work. Thank you all for coming. 
Please be seated. Thanks for coming. Thanks 
for the warm welcome, and thanks for caring 
about the future of our country, because 
that’s what we’re here to discuss. Before I 
get to the Social Security issue, 1 do want 
to thank some people. 

First I want to thank the Greece Athena 
Middle and High Schools for letting us use 
this fantastic facility. It really is beautiful, yes. 
\ fantastic place, isn’t it? Yes. I want to thank 
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Helen Wahl and Dick Snyder. Helen is the 
principal of the high school; Dick Snyder is 
the principal of the middle school. I want 
to thank all the teachers. I want to thank the 
superintendent. I want to thank all the folks 
who care a lot about making sure the kids 
get educated here in this part ol the world. 
Yes vou 'd 
probably rather have her here than me 
wouldn't you? Anyway—|/aughter 

Audience member. We didn't say that 

The President. Well, no, but you thought 
it. You didn’t say it, but I could tell you 
thought it. You’re not the only person here 
who feels that way She’s 
doing great. She is on a trip promoting the 


I'm sorry Laura is not here 


I want vou to know 


freedom agenda. She’s made it very clear to 
people in the Middle East, you can’t have 
a complete society unless women participate 
fully in the society in the Middle East. I'm 
really proud of her. I'm a fortunate man that 
she said yes when I asked her to marry me 
back in Midland, Texas. She’s a great First 
Lady. I'm looking forward to having her 
come home tonight, back to the White 
House 

I thank Congressman Tom Reynolds. He's 
an effective United States Congressman who 
cares a lot about this district. I'm proud to 
call him friend. I’m proud to call Congress- 
man Sherry Boehlert friend as well. Sherry 
is from the district next door; ’'ve known him 
for a long time. He’s a good, thoughtful man 
He’s a fine United States Congressman. Con- 
gressman Jim Walsh is with us today. He too 
is a fine United States Congressman. And | 
was proud to be traveling with Congressman 


Randy Kuhl. He’s a freshman Member of the 


House of Representatives, doing a great job 
Thank you all for coming. 

They wanted to ride on Air Force One. 
| Laughter 
They want to ride back on Air Force One. 
| Laughter] 


Proud to make room for them. 


And they probably want a meal 
on Air Force One. Save up your appetite, 
fellows, you got a good meal coming. 

I want to thank all the State and local offi- 
cials who have joined us today. I'm proud 
you re here. 

There’s two athletes in the audience I want 
to pay recognition to. First of all, a person 
you all know well, really a fine member of 
the community, member of the NFL Hall 
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of Fame, Jim Kelly. Thank you for coming 
Good to see you again, Jim. And at the other 
age of the—at the ‘othe r end of the age spec 

trum is a fine athlete from this part of the 
world. I just met her. As you know, I'm a 
baseball person. I love base ball. The fact that 
somebody would pitch a perfect game at any 
fact that a 
person would pitch a per fect game and strike 
out every batter is even more 


level of baseball is amazing. The 


amazing. So 
welcome a fantastic pitcher in the 
resenting the Dodgers baseball team 


Little Baseball, Katie 
Thanks for coming. 


rep 
trom 
League Brownell 

And finally, one other person, before I get 
to the topic at hand, I’d like to introduce 
is a woman named George-Ann Schauffele 
George-Ann is a volunteer. And the re 
| bring up people who volunteer is I want 
to remind you that the 
country 


ason 
true strength of this 
lies in the hearts and souls of our 
citizens, that if you want to be a participant 
in America and in the future America, volun- 
teer to make better. Feed 
the hungry; help find shelter for the home- 
less. George-Ann is involved with the Lit- 
Volunteers of 


somebody’ s life 


eracy Rochester program 
helping somebody learn to read. I can’t think 
of a better way to pass on a gift from one 
generation to the next than to mentor some- 
body, particularly somebody who needs to 
learn to read. 

My point is this: Serve your community 
and serve your country by taking time out 
of your busy lives to volunteer to make some 
body’ s life better, to answer that universal 
call to love a neighbor just like you'd like 
to be yourself. I don’t know 
George-Ann is. Where are you, George-Ann? 
Thanks for coming. 
role model. 

We got a lot to do 
One of the big issues, 
Security—although 
some progress made. 


loved where 


Thanks for being a great 


Washington, DC 
of course, is Social 
yesterday _ there 

I'm pleased that the 
Senate is moving forward on my judicial 
nominees 
blocked. 
years for an up-or- -down vote on the Senate 
floor, and now they'll get one. It’s about time 
we're making some progress. 

It’s important for this Nation to address 
I believe the job of the 


Was 


who were previously being 


These nominees have been waiting 


issues. President is 
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to confront problems 
to tuture 


not to pass them on 
Presidents or future generations. | 
believe my job in representing everyone who 
lives in this country is that when I see a prob- 
lem, United States Congress, 
Let’s work together to solve the problem a 
And folks, we've got a problem when it 


is to Say to the 


comes to Social Sec urity. 

First, start by saying that Franklin 
Roosevelt did a good thing when he created 
the Social Security Social Security 
has been an important part of a lot of peo- 
America. The Social Security 
system created by Franklin Roosevelt pro- 
vided a safety net for people in their retire- 
ment, and it worked. There are a lot of peo- 


let me 
system. 


ple s lives in 


ple still in this country counting on their So- 
cial Security check And therefore, I want to 
start by saying to people who are getting their 
check people who were born prior to 1950, 
the system will not change when it comes 
to you. The system has got plenty of money 
in it to make sure you get your c theck 
I have 


The reason to say that is because 


I understand ne the Social Security issue 
has worked in the past: Somebody like me 
talks about it, and then somebody comes in 
behind by telling seniors, “Really what he’s 
saving is he’s going to take away your check.” 
That’s old- style, scare politics, but it is a part 


of the American system. And so people have 


got to understand when we start talking 
about Social Security, to strengthen the So- 
cial Security system for generations to come, 
to deal with the problem I'm about to de- 
that if senior in 
Ne w York, you ‘re going to get your 
check. It’s the folks coming up that you need 
to worry about. See, 


scribe to vou. you're a 


Greece, 


if you're a gr indmother, 
you're going to get your check. You need to 
worry about your grandson. 

We're about to talk to a generation of folks 
from this part of the world about Social Secu- 
rity. Now, here’s the 
bring it up, that the pay-as-you-go system in 


reason I even have to 


Social Security is confronting some 
demographic difficulties. 

Now, the That 
means when you pay in, we go ahead and 
pay out. Your payroll tax goes into a—not 
into trust that we hold for your account; your 


serious 


system is pay-as-you-go. 


payroll tax goes into an account, and we pay 
out the money for the retirees, and with any 
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money left over, we spend it on general gov 
ernment. It’s important tol pe ople to under 
stand that aspect of Social Security. In other 
vords words we re 


1 
not taking your money and holding it for you 


it’s not a trust. In other 


| 
and then giving it back to you when you re 


tire. We're taking your money; we're spend 


ing it on current retirees and in that more 
money is coming In that needs to go out tor 
the retirees, we re spe nding on other pro 
g And all that’s left behind in Social S« 

curity is a group of file cabinets with LOUs 
That’s the 
called pay-as-you-go 


Now 


in terms of the pay-as-you-go system is that 


rams 


in it way the system works. It’s 


what’s going to change from today 


there’s a lot of people getting re ady to retire 
I happen to be one of them. |Laughter| At 
least I reach retirement age in 2008. As |] 
like to remind people, that’s a convenient 
laughter 

2008. And there are 
We're called the baby boomers 


date for me 
end of 
like me 
looking at some baby boomers out there. As 
the the 


boomers fully retire, there’s going to be over 


particularly the 
" lot ol people 
I'm 
a matter of fact, by time baby 
70 million of us getting paid by younger 
workers who are paying through payroll 
paying our retirement through payroll taxes. 
10 million retirees. So, 


you see, a lot more people are going to be 


Today, there’s about 

having to be taken care of in the retirement 

system through the pay-as-you-go system 
And 


longer than the previous generation. And not 


not only that, we’re going to live 
only that, our benefits are going to rise fast- 
er—at least the promised benefits will rise 
faster than a previous generation. So you've 
got a lot of people who will be living longer 
getting paid greater benefits, with fewer peo- 
ple paying into the system. 

In 1950, there were some 16-to-1 workers 
paying into the system for each beneficiary. 
Today, there’s 3.3 workers for every bene- 
ficiary. Soon there’s going to be 2 workers 
for every beneficiary. So I think you're begin- 
ning to get a sense of the math. A lot of us 
are going to get greater benefits; we're going 
to live longer, with fewer of the young people 
paying in the system to take care of us. 

Now, what ends up happening under that 
type of system is that, in 2017, the system 
starts to go into the red, more money ‘going 
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out than coming in on Social Security bene- 
fits, for Social Security benefits relative to 


the payroll taxes. And it gets worse 


2027 


every 
year. In 
$200 billion in the 


it's projected there will be 
hole 
benefits going out than pay roll taxes coming 
that, until 2041 


the paper in those file cabinets in 


$200 billion more 


worse altel 


inh Eve ry yea 

all those 
1 

West Virginia are just eaten up bankrupt 


The system is bust 

What 
contribute money through payroll taxes into 
broke in 2041 
we do some thing about it. And so that’s the 
proble m. And it’s a real problem My friend 
Tim Penny 


ve re asking youngsters to do is to 


a system that will be unless 


forme! Congressman trom Min 
nesota, is going to describe the problem to 
detail 


have 


you in turther 
Now, | 


the probl m: I believe I have a duty to come 


a duty not only to describe 
forth and say Let’s do something about it 

Here’s some ideas to the United States 
I did it. 


the Congress at my State of the Union; I said 


and 
Congress [ stood up in front of 
“Here's a proble m. By the way, here’s some 
ideas. All ideas are on the table except run- 
which I think 
‘all ideas are on 
And then I 


further refined that by talking about some 


ning up the payroll tax rate” 
would hurt the economy 
the table: bring them forward 
of these ideas. And the reason I’m doing it 
is because I understand if we wait, it costs 
$600 billion a year more every year we wait 
See, if we don’t do anything, if we don’t come 
up with a solution to permanently solve this 
problem, it is conceivable a younger genera- 
tion of Americans will have to pay an 15- 
percent pay roll tax or benefits will have to 
be cut by 30 percent or the rest of Govern- 
ment will have to be cut substantially in order 
to make sure that the promises that have 
been made are promises that will be kept. 

And so here are some ideas Congress 
needs to consider. First of all, that a future 
generation should receive benefits equal to 
or greater than the benefits enjoyed by to- 
day’s seniors. That seems like a reasonable 
principle as we go forward. Secondly, that 
the Social Security system should be de- 
signed such—the future Social Security—by 
the way, if you were born prior to 1950, noth- 
ing changes. What I'm talking about here 
doesn’t pertain to you. You're going to get 
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Sy i 
your check. The system is going to 
pl Wty O} 


vou. It’s the 


the way it is. There’s 

to take 

that need to be 

talking about 
And 


to be this: if you've 


money 
care ol voungt 
paying ittention to what 
think a second principle 
worked ill youl 


you should not retire in pov 


erty 

makes SeTISE We 

concept And 
vou do it: It’s called 1 
That’s a Washington 
Laught It say 


you're in the for ¢ 


that 
that 
here’s the way 


principle 
a system supports that 
progr 
sive indexing. kind 
thing, you know 
ample, a guy 


) ° | 
Pozen, who Tim knows well, came u 


1 
this concept It said that if vou re a poo! 
30 percent of the workers 
change in terms ot 


nothing 


{4 


1 
how your bene?rits 


crease 
Right 


now the benefits by the Va\ 


creases are tied to wages. If you're tl 
percent ol workers in terms of income 
benefits would increase by the rate of 
tion, not by the rate of wage. Your bet 
increase but not as fast folks 
spectrum And if you 
in between depending upon your incom« 
your benefits will increase 


bottom end of the 


somewhere he 
tween the rate and the rate of 


Now 


system 


ot wage 


nr 
price 


} 


incredibly enough, structuring the 


this way when it comes to benefit 


creases will about—a significant portion 
of the problem permanently solved. I thin] 
it makes sense for ¢ ongress to consider this 
It says you'll get a benefit equal to 

greater than the 


the very minimum 


idea. 
previous generation, that 
your benefit will grow 


} 


the rate of inflation: if you'r poor, your ben 


efit will grow at the rate of wage increases 
and that you won't retire into poverty 
And there are 


permanently solve the problem completely 


other things we can do to 
I say permanently solve it because you might 
remember 1983. Were you in the 
then, Yes, first term in the 
Tim together with others—Ronald 
Reagan was the President: Tip O'Neill was 
the Speaker. We had a problem in Social Se 
curity. They came toge ther and put toge ther 
what they called a 75-year fix. 
22 years later. 
for 75 years. 
and for all. 


Congre SS 
Tim? Congress 


came 


Here we are 


The 75-year fix didn’t stick 
It’s time 


fix this deal once 
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some good ideas 


And there are put on 


he table. Let me tell you one other good 


a that | want people to think about befor« 
folks we’re 

And that is 
+ | 


at | think that as we permanently solve the 


] i] 
yet to our panelists here going 


discussing this issue with 


' : , 
ystem, that we ought to make it a better 


ieal for younger workers Dy allowing younger! 


vorkers to take 


some ol their own payroll 


taxes and set it aside in what is called a vol 
untary personal savings account 
Notice 


Cie (,overnment 


vorke! If vou want to 


| said “voluntary.” In other words 


hould Say tO a younger 
you Can put some 
You don’t have to 


ot vour own aside 


Tt 


mone, 


a , 
ou're uncomfortable with watching you 


money grow with a conservative mix of bonds 
to do that You 
And 
in the bottom 


’ , 
ind stocks, vou dont have 


' , 

in keep it the way—into the system. 
mal + 4 +} . | 

vou ll get vour check. If you re 


0 percent, your benefits over time will TOW 


vith wages. If you’re in the top | 
nflation 


In between 


percent 
And if 


1 
they ll grow depend 


] 
hey II vith you re 


upon your income but greater than the 


f 


rate of inflation. Secondly, it’s called a per 


sonal account. That means you own it. It’s 


in account the Government cannot take 
awal\ 

So whv would we do this? Why would we 
Well, first of all, with youn 


your payroll taxes; after all it’s your 


think of this idea? 
money 
money—is earning about a 1.8 percent rate 
the Social Security sys 
tem. You can do better than that. 

better than that with T-bills 
very little risk to 


do a lot better than that in a conservative 


tt return over time in 
You can 
which have 
You can 


them, if any at all 


mix of bonds and stocks. They sav that over 


time you should be able to average at least 
+.6 percent. 


Now, 


amount of money relative to the 1.8 percent, 


over a lifetime, that is a significant 
because money compounds, money grows 
making $8 an hour 
and you're allowed 
to set aside a third of your payroll taxes 
$8 an hour over your life, 


For example, if you re 


and you put your mone \ 


and you're allowed 
to set a third of your payroll taxes aside 

a personal savings account, and you earn the 
1.5 percent rate of return, which is definitely 
achievable, particularly when you look at the 
history of a conservative mix of investments, 
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by the time it comes—you reach retirement 
age, you'll have earned $100,000 in your nest 
egg. That will be a part of your Social Secu- 
rity retirement system. See, you'll get bene- 
fits out of the current system, out of the sys- 
tem that’s reformed. plus 
$100,000 that you call your own 

If you’re—say you're a police officer and 

a nurse, and they enter the workforce in 
2011, and you set aside money: and you make 
the average salary folks make over 
time, and you set aside a third of your pay roll 
taxes—both of you do—by the time both re- 
tire, they have about $669,000 in a personal 
savings account. Mone "y grows over time. The 
higher the rate of return, the more—the fast- 
er your money grows and the more you end 
up with. 

\ lot of people are able to understand that. 
You know why? Because we're into a 401(k 
culture. When Penny and I were growing up, 
we didn’t have 401(k)s. 


you ve got 


those 


The other day I was 


in an automobile manufacturing plant in Mis- 
I’m sitting with a lot of line workers. 
How many of you have got 401(k)s?” 
A lot of hands went up. A lot of people from 


sissippi; 
I said, “ 


different walks of life, different backgrounds, 
now understand what it means to watch your 
money grow. This isn’t a new concept that’s 
in American society. This is something that’s 
taking place throughout all of society. And 
I think it makes sense to understand the in- 
vestor class doesn’t belong to a pri ileged few 
but the investor class ought to be extended 
to everybody who lives in America, if that’s 
what you want, if that’s what you choose 

I like the idea of somebody saying, “Here's 
your asset, and you can leave it to whomever 
you want.” And the more people are able 
to do that in our society, the better off society 
is. See, I think Government ought to pro- 
mote an ownership society. We ought to en- 
courage more people to own their own home, 
encourage entrepreneurs to be able to take 
risk and own their own business and, in this 
case 
life, if they so choose, to manage their own 
retirement account. And I say 
You know, money 


“manage it.” 
. You're going to 
have some choices to make when it comes 
to a personal savings account. You can’t take 
it to the lottery, by the way. You notice I’ve 
been stressing conservative mix of bonds and 


it’s your 
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encourage Americans from all walks of 
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stocks, because we want this account to grow 
and be a part of a modern safety net for you 
in your retirement. 
guidelines. 

And I can predict to you that it works be- 
cause a lot of other people have watched 
their money grow in the kind of ac- 
counts, including people who work for the 
Federal Government. See, we have got in 
Washington what's called a Thrift Savings 
Plan. And Members of the United States 
Senate, for example, can choose, 
desire, 


And so there will be some 


Same 


if they sO 
to set aside some of their own money 
in a personal savings account, a voluntary 
per rsonal savings account. And a lot of pe ople 
like it. 

I think—I was doing one of these events 
with Senator McCain, who told me that his 
rate of return on his money was, like, 7 per- 
cent over the last 20 years. That’s a lot he tter 
than the 1.8 percent we now get for you in 
the Social security system. And so my atti- 
tude about this issue on Thrift Savings Plans 
when I speak to Members of the Congress 
is pretty simple. If the idea of taking some 
of your own money and setting it aside 
a conservative mix of bonds and ane is 
good enough for you, Mr. Senator, it is good 
enough for workers all across the United 
States of America. You'll be happy to hear 
Senator McCain 


he’s seen his money grow. 


agrees with me, because 

Now, a personal savings account would be 
a part of a Social Security retirement system. 
It would be a part of what you would have 
to retire when you reach retirement age. As 
you—as I mentioned to you earlier, we're 
going to redesign the current 
you've retired, you don’t have anything to 
worry about—third time I’ve said that. 
[Laughter| Vll probably say it three more 
times. See, in my line of work you got to 
keep repeating things over and over and over 
again for the truth to sink in, to kind of cata- 
pult the propaganda. 

But if you choose to have one of these ac- 
counts—notice I kee p saying “if you choose’ 
the Government is not going to tell you, “You 
have to do this.” I think the Government 
ought to give you the opportunity to set up 
one of these accounts. And the account be- 
comes a part of your retirement plan. It’s 
your own. asset. 


system. If 


It’s something you leave to 
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somebodvy—whomever you choose. And it 
makes the system eminently more fair 

Now, with those thoughts in mind, we got 
a problem, and here’s some ideas on how 
to solve it. I've asked Congressman Tim 
Penny, right out of the State of Minnesota 
a person who’s followed this issue a lot. He 
happens to be of 
than I am, but, both share 


the common goal of doing our duty 


a different political party 
nevertheless, we 
y as in- 
volved citizens to permanently solve the 
problem of Social Security today. 

Welcome. 


ing. 


Congressman. Thanks for com- 


[At this point, former Representative Tim- 
othy J]. Penny, senior fellow and co-director 
Hubert H Humphre y Institute Policy Forum 
made brief remarks. | 


The President. Well, 
Good job. Articulate guy, isn’t he? Yes. One 
thing you don’t have to WOIT) about is me 
staying with this effort. 
The American people expect those of us who 


thank you, Tim. 


This is a vital issue 


are fortunate enough to serve in Washington 
to solve problems. And I've just begun. I like 
getting out of Washington, to begin with 
(laughter|—I like explaining the situation 
But we're just beginning. If this were easy 
it would have been done a while ago. And 
I fully recognize in Washington don’t 
particularly want to address this issue. It may 
be too difficult. And I recognize some of 
them say, “Well, this is a partisan thing. We 
don’t want to make one party look good as 
opposed—at the expense of another.” 

But let me tell you what I think is going 
to happen. I think—and Tim is right—I think 
more and more people recognize there’s a 
= m, and people are be ginning to say, 


some 


And those who 
obstruct reform, no matter what party they're 
in, will pay a political price, in my judgment 
People expect us to go to Washington, DC, 
to work together. That’s what they want to 
see, particularly when it comes to an issue 
like Social Security. 

We've got three members of a fine family 
here. We've got grandmother, mom, and 
down there anchoring at the end is grandson 
or son, isn’t that right? 


Audrey Ceglinski. That's right. 


Go do something about it.” 
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The President. 
Ceglinski. 

Mrs. Ceglinski. 
year-old widow 

The President. 
Laughter| 

Mrs. Ceglinski. Oh, that’s—I have no 
problem. Don’t ask me my weight, though. 

The President. Okay. |Laughter| Re- 
minds me of my mother. [Laughter] 

Mrs. Ceglinski. That's good. | 
teacher aide for Williamsville South High 
School for 25 years, and I retired from 
there—a very enjoyable job. I also wanted 
to mention I'm Meals on 
Wheels— 

The President. Oh, fantastic. 

Mrs. Ceglinski. - 
today. [Laughter] 


Yes. You are Audrey 


That’s right. I'm a 70- 


Don't ever say your age. 


Was a 


a volunteer for 


—which I'm missing 
The President. | hope somebody filled in. 
Mrs. Ceglinski. Oh, yes. We've got some 

great people there. It’s a a 0d group. 

The President. Thanks for doing that. 

Mrs. Ceglinski. | like it a lot. My husband 
and I retired § years ago. Unfortunately, he 
passed on after only 2 years, so the money 
he had invested in Social Security in a sense 
was gone. Had we had a pe ‘rsonal account, 
I would have had some money for Deb, Jer- 
emy, his brothers, to pass on. , 

The President. Let me stop you there, if 
you don’t mind. 

Mrs. Ceglinski. That's fine. 
You have my permission. 

The President. Here’s the way the system 
works. Two folks work; they both contribute 
to the Social Security 
early, the spouse, the remaining spouse gets 


| Laughter] 


system; if one dies 
to choose her benefits or his benefits, which 
but not both. Think about 
Dad went and contributed a lot 
into the system. He passed away. But the 
money he put in—most of the money he put 
That’s not fair. What kind of SyS- 
tem is that? It’s not a fair system. It’s not 
fair to the family. It’s not fair to the person 
who has worked all his life, in this case. Had 
he been able to put money aside in a personal 
account, that account would have gone to Au- 
drey. 


are ever greater, 
that system. 


in is gone. 


Isn't that right? Keep going. You're on a 


roll. 
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Mrs. Ceglinski. Okay. |Laughter| 1 have 

five children, seven grandchildren, and that’s 

I think you making the young 

pe »ople aware that there’s a problem is going 

to make them aware 


my concern. 


and encourage them to 
save. And I think that’s what we need to do. 

The President. Well, | appreciate that. 
Younger pe ople need to pay attention to this 
See, if nothing gets done in Congress, 
as Congressman Penny pointe -d out, you're 
going to get to pay higher payroll taxes—and 
higher and higher and higher payroll taxes. 
And so you need to pay attention. Actually, 

believe younger people are beginning to 
pay closer attention to this issue. We're be- 
ginning to get their attention. 

First thing is, any doubt in your 
mind that you're going to get your check? 

Mrs. Ceglinski. I'm getting my check, and 
it’s wonderful. 

The President. They re still coming 

Mrs. Ceglinski. It’s still coming, and 'm 
planning on it for a while yet. [Laughter] 

The President. Well. 
Heading toward 80. 

Mrs. Ceglinski. That's right. 

The President. Right around the corner. 
You look great 

Mrs. Ceglinski. Thank you very much. 

The President. You look like 100 to me. 
That’s where you're going to be. Thirty more 


issue 


is there 


you need to, yes 


years? 

Mrs. Ceglinski. I'll remind you of that. 
| Laughter] 

The President. All right, good. And she’s 
going to want her check. On her 99th birth- 
day, she’s going to want her check. And 
you re going to get your c ‘heck. 

Okay, and so who did you bring with you? 

Mrs. Ceglinski. | brought my daughter, 
Deborah, the oldest of my five. 

The President. Debbie or Deborah? 

Mrs. Ceglinski. Debbie. We like to call 
her Debbie. 

The President. You called her Deborah. 

Mrs. Ceglinski. Yes. 

The President. Okay. |Laughter| 

Mrs. Ceglinski. Only when she’s in trou- 
ble. And Jeremy, her youngest son. 

The President. Debbie, 
come. 

Deborah Brown. 


Fantastic. wel- 


Thank you. 
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The President. Thanks for coming. Mom 
did a good job, didn’t she? 

Mrs. Brown. Yes, she did. 

The President. So what was it like grow- 
ing up? Was Mom pretty tough, a discipli- 
narian? 

Mrs. Brown. Yes, she was. | Laughter] 

The President. Well, then you and I share 
the same thing. | Laughter] 

Mrs. Brown. Yes, we do. 

The President. Tell me 
mind. 

Mrs. Brown. Well, | appreciate the op- 
portunity to be here. I was an at-home mom. 
I was privileged that my husband, who is here 
today, was willing to let me stay home and 
raise the kids, work part-time But when you 
do that, you don’t get to pay into a retirement 
system anywhere 


what’s on your 


. So I went, got my master’s 
degree. I have a job I'm very happy with now. 
But I will never be able to build a good re- 
tirement in the amount of time I have until 
I retire. So it’s very appealing, the plans that 
you're talking about, because I'll be quite de- 
pendent on Social Security. 

The President. Yes, set aside a 
money, watch it grow ata better rate 
the current Social Security system. 

Mrs. Brown. Exactly, so that—certainly, 
for Jeremy and for my other three sons, as 
you said, it would make me happy to know 
that they're taken care of, too, and that the 2 
would have options. 

The President. Right. And how is old Jer- 
emy doing? 

Jeremy Brown. I'm doing good. |Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. 
born. 

Mr. Brown. Tomball, 

The President. 
side of Houston. 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The President. So you've got Grandmom 
here; you've got Mom here. 

Mr. Brown. I’ve got the brother out in 
the audience—one of the three is out in the 
audience, the other grandparents. 

The President. Good. First of all, 
are you doing with yourself these days? 

Mr. Brown. Well, I'm 18. I'm a sopho- 
more at Canisius College in Buffalo. 

The President. What's your major? 


little 
than 


Tell them where you were 


{Laughter} 
right out- 


Texas. 


Tomball, Texas, 


what 
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Mr. Brown. I'm dual-majoring in business 
marketing and business management. 

The President. Great. All A’s? 

Mr. Brown. Hopefully. [Laughter 

The President. Well, ' 
it. That won't disqualify you from being 
President. 

All right, Jeremy, get going, will you? 

Mr. Brown. All right, well, being the 
younger generation, I'm just starting to pay 
into the system. I like the idea of having these 
personal accounts, getting a better rate of re 
turn in the end, and compound interest and 


don’t worry about 


everything so I build up something for myself 


that I could leave for my future kids and ev- 
erything. And I like the fact that I'll have 
something to show for it, because people go 
and pay decades and decades into Social Se- 
curity and when it comes time for me to re- 
tire, if we don’t change, I'll have 
show for it. 

The President. You know what's inter- 
esting—I say this a lot when I travel around 
the country—-is that a lot of young people 
think it’s more likely they'll see a U FO than 
a Social Security che ck. [Laughter] What do 
you think, Jeremy? 

Mr. Brown. I don’t know. Id rather see 
Social Security change. [Laughter] 

The President. 
| Laug s a lot of young 
people who, ‘whe n the 2 ian n to the debate 
and understand the demographic shift that’s 
going on, don’t think they're going to see any- 
thing. What kind of syste m is that where you 
got a young guy getting ready to graduate 
from college paying into a—paying a payroll 
tax, a hefty payroll tax, into a system where 
he doesn’t think he’s going to see any benefits 
from it. It’s a system that sounds like to me 
is screaming for reform, so that somebody 
who contributes into the system not only 
knows they're taking care of a baby boomer 
generation or doing their part for their retire- 
ment but also will have 
for his family, in this case. 


nothing to 


; aa ask your pref- 
erence. 


something left over 


What do you want to do when you get out 
of college? 

Mr. Brown. Go into real estate. 

The President. 
Sounds like to me 
nances pretty well, too, that money can grow 
over time. 


good. 


can understand fi- 


Real estate, yes, 
you 
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Mr. Brown. Yes. 

The President. Anybody—any other 18- 
year-olders that you know worried about this 
issue, thinking about the issue’ 

Mr. Brown. They are now. 
formed. 

The President. Yes, you do? That's good. 
|Laughter| Good job. It’s important for peo- 
ple Jeremy’s age to start listening to this dis- 
cussion. As Tim said, the longer we wait, the 
more difficult it’s going to be for an up-and- 
coming generation. 


| got them in- 


folks. See, the 
grandmoms and granddads around America 
now understand they're going to get their 
check, that comfort level has 
been provided, the next logical question from 
many of the grandmothers I’ve talked to is, 
“What are you going to do about my grand- 
son? You've 


This is a generational issue, 


and SO once 


said there’s a proble m, Mr. 
President, | expect you pan! the United States 
Congress to make sure that my grandson has 
That’s what 
a lot of people are beginning to say around 
America. 

And that’s why I can predict that once we 
get through on this issue, 
eling the 


got a viable retirement system.” 


once I finish trav- 
-and I got a lot more to 
do—people are going to start demanding 
from their Representatives and their Sen- 
ators a solution. They don’t want any Wash- 
ington doubletalk. What they want is a solu- 
tion, so a grandmother can then look at her 
son, her grandson, Jeremy, and say, “Thank- 
fully, people in Washington did their duty, 
and I can rest easy knowing I’m going to get 


country- 


my check and Jeremy is going to get his as 
well.” That’s the issue. 

Good job. You were great. 

You two look alike. These are the Weitzel 
girls, McKenna and Riley, isn’t that right? 
Okay. Which one is Riley? That makes you 
McKenna. 

McKenna Weitzel. 
ter] 

The President. They're twins. I'm the fa- 
ther of twins. I am a white-haired father of 
twins. [Laughter] 

Riley Weitzel. They can do that to you. 

The President. Did you do the same 
thing? 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. Yes. 

The President. Tell me what you all do. 


That’s true. [Laugh- 
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Ms. Riley Weitzel. Well, I'm a history 
teacher at Bread of Life Christian Academy 
here in Rochester. 

The President. 
teaching 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. Yes. | teach history to 
the fourth through seventh graders there. Hi, 
I love you, and I'll be 


Fabulous. Thanks for 


Guys. and I miss you, 
there tomorrow. Be 
The President. 
SPAN. [Laughter] 
Ms. Riley Weitzel. And | am getting mar- 
ried in the summer, in August. 
and I ; 
ment 


good. 


Taking advantage of C- 


And my fiance 
ire just starting to think about retire- 
and about future generations and, 
hopefully, if God blesses us with kids, our 
kids, and something we can pass on down 
to them. We're really excited about your plan 
and that we can set up personal accounts and 
then watch compound interest grow and 
hopefully get a nest egg and be able to hand 
that down to our kids. 

The President. Fantastic. | don’t remem- 
ber thinking about compound interest grow- 
ing when I was 23. There wasn’t a lot of dis- 
cussion about that type of issue. 
change; 


) There’s a 
there’s a cultural change in America 
when it comes to investment, because a lot 
of people are now getting used to the concept 
of watching their own money grow, isn’t that 
right. 

So is fiance here? 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. Yes, he’s right over 
there, Ben. 

The President. 
looking lad. 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. Thanks. | think so, too. 

The President. August is the wedding? 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. August 6th. You're in- 
vited. [Laughter] 

The President. That's a smart 
|Laughter| She knows I won't come, 
will send a gift. [Laughter] 
to be in the wedding? 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. McKenna is my maid 
of honor, of course. 

The President. Cool. 
you do? 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. I'm a hairdresser 
at the Scott Miller Salon in Pittsford, New 
York. 

The President. Great, good. 


Ben. Look at him, fine- 


move. 
but I 
McKenna going 


McKenna, what do 
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Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Yes, it’s a wonder- 
ful place to work. 

The President. A 
Security? 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Not 
there but honestly, 
it. 


lot of talk about Social 


a whole lot 
I’ve been thinking about 


The President. Have you? Good. 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Yes, definitely. | 
feel like there’s definitely a problem in the 
system right now, and things need to change. 
And I want to say that it’s completely com- 
mendable of you to stand up and tackle this 
issue. 

The President. Oh, thanks. Thank you. 
That’s my job. |Laughter| 1 appreciate you 
saying that. There’s a lot of others in Wash- 
ington feel the same way I feel, that there’s— 
they say, “Are you taking a risk?” How can 
you be taking a risk when you're doing what 
the people expect, solving proble ms. I think 
the people who take the risk are who 
won't come to the table to discuss the issue 
in a Wi ay that will he ‘Ip solve the proble m. 

So are you in agreement with Riley on per- 
sonal accounts? 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. | certainly do. | 
feel like being able to take more ownership 
over your future 
is very wise 

The President. Yes. Don't you like the 
idea—some of you have got 401(k)s, and you 
open up your statement on a quarterly basis. 
It seems like to me that would be a he althy 
thing for our country if more and more peo- 
ple are opening up a statement that says, 
“This is what you're worth. 
worth has grown.” 


those 


and over your investments 


This is how your 
It’s a—to me, it’s 
of getting people to understand that they've 
got to pay atte ntion to the future of the coun- 


s a notion 


try, when you, on a monthly basis, in some 
cases on a daily basis if you want to get on 
the Internet and look at your asset base. 
Now, you're contributing in to the—both of 
you—payroll tax, aren’t you? 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Yes, we both cur- 
rently are. 

The President. Pretty good-size chunk? 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. No, not really. 

The President. No, pretty good-size 
chunk of your payroll tax 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. Oh, of course. 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Yes, yes. 
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The President. | think the interesting 
thing is that when you first talk to people 
entering into the workpl: ice, their re 
when they first get their chec rm what 
reaction to what it’s like 


action 
thei 
quite 
as much money as you expected. That hap 
pen to your 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Yes, that 
shocker. | Laughter] 

The President. Yes, in other words, Gov- 
ernment tends to take out a pretty good 
chunk. And it seems like to me that a signifi- 
cant chunk that is being taken out ought to 
“There's 


money 


to not have 


WaS a 


at least be able to say to young kids 
for th 
to go out, bec ause it will he ‘Ip me in my re 
tirement age.” That’s kind of what we’re talk- 
ing about, isn’t it? 

Okay, now that you've got your kids watch- 
ing, anything else you want to say? 

Ms. Riley Weitzel. Just, be 
That’s all. 

The President. 
na? McKenna, 
need to say? 

Ms. McKenna Weitzel. Well, | just also 
want to state that I feel like it’s just encour- 
aging to know that we could collect money 
in the end, that we aren't hoping that there 
will be money there, that it truly will be, and 
also just the responsibility of knowing that 
you re setting aside 
be getting it. 

The President. See, 


a reason why. It’s worthwhile 


good today 


McKen- 


got anything else 


- 


How about vou, 


you you 


money and that you will 


it’s a little lack of trust 
right now, it sounds like to me, “Don’t quite 
trust the Government to have a Social Secu- 
rity system available for my—for the 
I put in.” This is a matter of trust. 
a big issue. 


money 
This is 


I want to thank our panelists for coming 
to discuss this issue. Very good job. 

Washington has a duty to earn the trust 
of the people by making wise decisions about 
how the pe ople’s used. We 
have a chance—both Republicans and 
Democrats have a chance to come together 
and to solve the Social Security issue forever. 
And when we do—and I believe we will, be- 
cause the people's voices are going to reso- 


money will be 


nate on this issue—and when we do, 
us who are fortunate enough to serve 
country can look back and say, “ 
duty for generations to come.” 


this 
We did our 
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all of 
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Listen, thank you all for coming. M: iy God 
bless you all, and may God continue to bless 
our country 


Norte: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. in the 
Athena Performing Arts Center at Greece Athena 
Middle and High School. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Robert C Presi 


dent’s Commission to Strengthen Social Security. 


Pozen, former member 


Remarks on Bioethics 
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Thank you all. Please be seated. Good 
afternoon, and welcome to the White House. 

I have just met with 21 remarkable fami- 
lies. Each of them has answered the call to 
that our 


members are 


vulnerable 
protected and defended at 
every sti ige of life. 

The families here today have either adopt- 
ed or given up for adoption frozen embryos 
that remained after fertility treatments. Rath- 
er than discard these embryos created during 
in vitro fertilization or turn them over for 
research that destroys them, 
have 


ensure society s most 


families 
alternative. 
today found a 


these 
life-affirming 
children 


chosen a 


Twenty-one here 


chance for life with loving parents. 


believe America must pursue the tre- 
mendous possibilities of science, and I be- 
lieve we can do so while still fostering and 
encouraging respect for human life in all its 
stages. In the complex debate over embry- 
onic stem cell research, we must remember 
that real human lives are involved—both the 
lives of those with diseases that might find 
cures from this research and the lives of the 
embryos that will be destroyed in the proc- 
ess. The children here tod: ty are reminders 
that every human life is a precious gift of 
mi “~ thless value. 

I appreciate Mike Leavitt, Department of 
Health and Human Services, for being here. 
He’s the Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. I picked a really 
good man to take on this assignment. He’s 
doing a fine job. 

I want to thank the executive director of 
Nightlight Christian Adoptions, Ron 
Stoddart, for joining us today. Welcome. I 
want to thank Lori Maze, the director of 
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Snowflakes Frozen Embryo Adoption Pro- 
gram. Welcome, Lori. Thank you for coming. 
And thank you all for being here. 

The rapid advance of science presents us 
with the hope of eventual cures for terrible 
diseases and with profound moral and ethical 
dilemmas. The decisions we make today will 
have far-reaching consequences, so we must 
forward with medical re- 
highest 


aggressively move 
search while also maintaining the 
ethical standards. 

stem cells derived from 
human embryos may offer great promise, but 
the way those cells are derived today destroys 


Research on 


the embryo. I share the hope of millions of 


Americans who desperately want to find 
treatments and cures for 
such as juvenile diabetes 


terrible diseases 
and Parkinson’s dis- 
ease. That is why my administration com- 
pleting—comple ted the doubling of the NIH 
budget to $29 billion a year, 
research. 
time 


to encourage 
available for the first 
Federal funds for embryonic stem cell 


also made 


research in order to explore the potential of 


these cells 

But I also recognize the grave moral issues 
at stake. So in August 2000-first—2001, I set 
forward a policy to advance stem cell 1 
search in a responsible way by funding re- 
search on stem cell lines derived only from 
embryos that had already been destroyed. 
This policy set a clear standard: We should 
not use public money to support the further 
destruction of human life. 

Under this policy, we have supported ; 
great deal of ethical research. About 600 
shipments of eligible stem cell lines are al- 
ready being used by researchers across the 
country, and over 3.000 more shipments are 
still available. We've increased funding for 
all forms of stem cell research by more than 
80 percent since I took office. A tremendous 
amount of both public and private research 
is underway in America on embryonic as well 
as adult stem cells and stem cells from umbil- 
ical cord blood. 

Today the 


\ House of Representatives is 
considering 


a bill that violates the 
standard I set 4 years ago. This bill would 
take us across a critical ethical line by cre- 
ating new incentives for the ongoing destruc- 
tion of emerging human life. 


Crossing this 
line would be a great mistake. 


clear 
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Even now, researchers are exploring alter- 
native 
bone 


as adult 
and umbilical cord blood 
well as different ethical ways of getting the 


sources of stem cells, such 


marrow 


same kind of cells now taken from embrvos, 
without violating human life or dignity. With 
the right policies and the right techniques 
we can pursue scientific progress while still 
fulfilling our moral duties. 

I want to thank Nightlight Christian Adop- 
tions for their good work. Nightlight’s em- 
bryo adoption program has now matched 
over 200 biological parents with about 140 
adoptive families, resulting in the birth of 81 
children so far, with more on the way. 

The children here today remind us that 
there is no such thing as a spare embryo. 
Every embryo is unique and genetically com- 
plete, like And 

each of us started out our life this way. These 

lives are not raw material to be exploited, 
but gifts. And I commend each of the fami- 
lies here today for accepting the gift of these 
children and offering them the 
love. 


every other human being 


gift of your 


By the w ay, 
we're having a little birthday gathe ring just 
Tanner and Noelle. You all 
are invited to partake in a little birthday cake. 
|Laughter| In the meantime, may God bless 
you and your families, and may God continue 


Thank you. 


ae you for coming today. 


ina ied for 


to bless our country. 


Norte: The President spoke at 2:07 
East Room at the White In his remarks 
he referred to birthday guests Tanner Brinkman 
and Noelle Faulk 


p-m. in the 


House. 


Remarks With Judge Priscilla R. 
Owen on Senate Action To Allow 
Votes on Judicial Nominations 
May 24, 2005 


The President. 1m proud to welcome 
Judge Priscilla Owen to the Oval Office, 
along with Leader Frist and my two buddies 
from the great State of Texas, 
Hutchison and Senator ¢ Jornyn. 

Over 4 years ago, I put Judge Owen's 
name up to the Senate for confirmation to 
the 5th Court of Appeals. Thanks to the good 
work of the leader, whose work cleared the 
way, Judge Owen is finally going to get an 


Senator 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 


up-or-down vote on the Senate floor. She is 
my friend, and more importantly 
great judge. 

I want to thank the Texas Senators who 
have been so strong standing beside Priscilla 
There was never any doubt in the Senators’ 
minds that Priscilla Owen is well-qualified to 
honorably serve on the Federal bench. And 
it’s such a—it’s a great day for our friend, 
to see our friend finally get a just due, after 
a long, long wait. 


she Sa 


So, welcome and congratulations. Perhaps 
you'd like to say something. 


[At this point, Judge Owen made brief re- 
marks. | 


The President. Thank you all for coming 


Note: The President spoke at 4:51 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Judge Owen 


Remarks Following a Tour of a 
Hydrogen Fueling Station and an 
Exchange With Reporters 


May 25, 2005 


The President. This is the beginning of 
some fantastic technology. And thanks for 
having us out here. We're going to look at 
some other vehicles here in a minute, but 
hydrogen is the wave of the future. And this 
country is going to have to use technology 
to diversify away from hydrocarbons. We're 
too dependent on foreign sources of energy 
today. And one way to diversify away from 
hydrocarbons is to use hydrogen, the byprod- 
uct of which will be water and not exhausts 
which pollute the air. 

So I'm excited to be part of a technological 
revolution that’s going to change the country. 
It won't happen overnight. It’s going to take 
a fair amount of research and development 
to make sure hydrogen is attractive and rea- 
sonable—is able to be manufactured at a rea- 
sonable price, distributed in a wide way for 
consumer Satisfaction. 

But it’s coming. We're spending about 
$1.2 billion on hydrogen research. America 
leads the world in hydrogen research. It’s a 
part of our efforts to help diversify away from 
hydrocarbons. And the problem we face 
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today at the gas pump is we're too dependent 
on foreign sources of energy. 

So thanks for showing us this. It’s exciting. 
It’s the early stages of what will be available 
to a lot of Americans. Thank you. 


Energy Legislation 

Q. How is the energy bill coming? 

The President. Energy bill? What was 
your question? 

Q. How is the energy bill coming along? 

The President. Yes, working hard in the 
Senate to get a good energy bill out—they 
need to get it to my desk. I appreciate you 
asking about the energy bill. Part of the hy- 
drogen initiative and part of the diversifica- 
tion away from hydrocarbons is a part of an 
energy bill. And Congress has been talking 
too long about the energy bill, and now is 
the time to get it to my desk. 

And so we're working with the Senators. 
Senator Domenici is intent upon getting an 
energy bill out. Once they get it out of the 
Senate, they've got to work out their dif- 
ferences with the House. And I think the 
American people are tired of waiting; I know 
they are. And I submitted a plan to the Con- 
gress 4 years ago, and I’m getting a little tired 
of waiting on an energy bill. For the sake 
of energy independence, they've got to get 
me a bill 

And it’s a comprehensive bill. It talks about 
encouraging conservation, environmentally 
friendly ways to explore for hydrocarbons, 
money to diversify away from the hydro- 
carbon economy we live in, and ways to mod- 
ernize the electricity grid. I'm hopeful they'll 
get it done, but we're going to push hard 
to make sure they do. 

Thank you. 

Q. Did you sign any bills yesterday? Do 
you sense a new bipartisanship? 

The President. We'll see. It’s all going to 
be in the results. I'm a results-oriented per- 
son. I want to see the bill to my desk. That's 
the definition of people committing them- 
selves to get something done. The American 
people expect them to get something done. 
I do, too, because we're too dependent on 
foreign sources of energy. 

Go ahead, what was your question? 
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Hydrogen Fuel 

Q. How much did you fill up with, and 
how much did it cost? 

Rick Scott. Yes, sir, we filled up .183 kilo- 
grams, because it’s a gas. And now the cost 
factor—right now it’s a demonstration mode, 
so when it rains, I jack up the cost, and when 
I bring it back down. [Laughter] 
Today with the— 

The President. 
what he really wants to know is the equiva- 
lency 

Mr. Scott. Right now the cost is $4.75, 
and what we’re looking at is 

The President. But what's the equiva- 
lency to the normal tank— 

Mr. Scott. It’s twice as much as premium 
because the car is two times more efficient 


it’s sunny 


How is—what is the 


in its energy, and it’s a quality fuel. 


The President. It’s also the beginning of 


technology. In other words, a new product 
generally is more expensive until there’s 


more volume and more distribution. Part of 


the reasons we're spending money is to see 
if we can’t encourage technology to enable 
the industry to extract hydrocarbon at more 
reasonable 


I mean, hydrogen at more rea- 


sonable price 

\ couple of bottlenecks, it seems like to 
me—and you can help me out here. One, 
obviously, is the manufacturing of vehicles 
that use hydrogen. Secondly, it is the ability 
to produce hydrogen. It requires energy to 
produce hydrogen, and therefore, we're try- 
ing to use our research dollars to figure out 
how best to do that in efficient ways. And, 
finally, to make sure that the infrastructure 
is such that consumers can buy hydrogen in 
a convenient way. rl 

But we've got work to do. No one thinks 
this technology is going to overwhelm our 
society in the immediate term. This is a 10- 
year project, as I—when I announced it to 
the United States Congress. The key is, is 
that we're now putting things in place today, 
making investments today, encouraging de- 
velopment of alternative sources of energy 
today, that will help transform our energy 
mix for tomorrow so that 10 years from now, 
hopefully, we can look back and say, “Thank- 
fully, Congress finally acted and President 
Bush led, so that we're able to diversify away 


from oil and gas.” And we need to do it for 
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the sake of our energy security and national 
security 


Thank you all 


Note: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. at the 
Shell Service Station at 3355 Benning Rd., NE 
in Washington, D¢ Participating in the tour was 
Rick Scott, operations coordinator, Shell Hydro- 
gen, LLC 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono of Indonesia and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

May 25, 2005 


President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the Oval Office. It’s an honor to meet with 
you again. Last time I was with you, I con- 
gratulated you on winning a hard-fought 
Presidential campaign. Now | had a chance 
to congratulate you on fulfilling your cam- 
paign promises I want to thank you for your 
impressive record. 

I also want to thank you for the strength 
and the leadership you showed during what 
must have been an incredibly difficult period 
for the government and the people of Indo- 
nesia during the catastrophe after the tsu- 
nami. You showed good—great courage. And 
it's been an honor to work with you to help 
save lives and to bring people order out of 
the chaos that ensued after the terrible dis- 
aster. 

We had a very good conversation today. 
We talked about a variety of subjects, all 
aimed about making our countries more 
peaceful and more prosperous and the world 
more peaceful. Indonesia will play a large 
role and a significant role in helping us un- 
derstand that great religions should coexist 
in a peaceful way. 

Mr. President, thank you for coming, and 
welcome to the Oval Office. 

President Yudhoyono. Mr. President, 
I'm also pleased to have the opportunity to 
meet you again, after we met in Chile during 
the APEC meeting. 

As I have said during this meeting, that 
I do hope that our cooperation can be 
strengthened from time to time. And as we 
discussed on many subjects—the education, 
the economic cooperations, the 
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counterterrorism, regional situation, and oth- 
ers—I extremely hope that Indonesia can 
continue and 
economic reconstruction. And I do hope that 
you could maintain your 


its reforms, democratizations 
contribution and 
support to us in continuing our reforms and 
democratizations. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. We'll an- 
We'll start 
Jennifer 


swer two questions a side. with 


the American person, Jennifer 


Loven, Associated Press]. 


Bioethics/Stem Cell Research 


Q. Thank you, sir. With 400,000 frozen 
embryos in this country unlikely to all get 
adopte od, why do vou think that e ither storing 
them or even discarding them is better than 
using them for research? 

President Bush. She’s asking about a very 
delicate subject called embryonic stem cell 
research. | have made my position very clea 
I believe that the use of Feder: 1 
monies that end up destroying life is not 
is not positive 


on that issue. 


And so, therefore 
I'm against the extension of the 
using more 


» is not good. 
research of 
Federal dollars on new embry- 
onic stem cell lines. 

As you know, I made the decision that ex- 
isting lines should receive Federal dollars 
and we've had about 600 different experi- 
3.000 more 
asked about frozen embryos—that would en- 
tail the destruction of life, and the use of 
Federal dollars to destroy life 
I simply do not support. 


ments, maybe to go. And so you 


Indonesia-U.S. Military Relations 


Q. How about good will for relation of ou 
military? 

President Yudhoyono. Yes, we discussed 
with President Bush on the effort in normal- 
izing our military-to-military 
thankful for the 
resumptions of IMET program. And we have 
to do more along with the reforms of the 
military that is conducted in Indonesia. I do 
hope that in the future we are moving ahead 
for fully normalizations of the military-to 
military relations. 

Actually, the atmosphere is positive that 
of course in part of Indonesia, we have to 
continue our reform to many things— 


course Indonesia has to be 


toward 
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is something 


relations. Of 


S79 
the normalization of our military-to-military 
relations. 


President did men- 
revitalizing the 


President Bush. The 
tion that we’re military edu- 
cation training program. It makes sense that 

have military-to- 
want young officers 
trom Indone ‘sia coming to the United States. 
We want there to be exchanges between our 
military corps. That will help lead to better 
And so I—the President told 
me he’s in the process of reforming the mili- 
tary, him. So this is the first 
step toward what will be fuller mil-to-mil co- 
opt ration. 


mil-to-mil exchanges, 
n nile ry exchanges. We 


underst indings 


and I believe 


Cameron |Carl Cameron, Fox News 


Bioethics/Stem Cell Research 
Q. Again on stem cells, Mr. President. If 


I understood you correctly, the embryos put 
together for in vitro fertilization do contain 
life. And if that’s the do you believe 
that those people who create those embryos 
for in vitro fertilization have an obligation to 
ensure that they are brought to term, if they 
are, in fact 


Case, 


not needed by the original 


President Bush. No, the 


volves the 


that in- 
Federal Government is whether 


issue 


or not we use taxpaye rs’ money that would 
end up destroying that life. That’s the 
I’m the first Presi- 
Federal dollars on 
but those 
had been created, so that—it’s 


issue 
at hand. And as you know, 
dent to Say we could use 
embryonic stem cells, stem cells 
had already- 
from the moment I made the declaration for- 
ward that we Federal tax- 

That’s the 
And the Congress has made its position 
clear, and I've made my position clear. And 

I will be vetoing the bill they send to me 


. it were to pass the United States Senate. 


would not use 


payers’ money to destroy life. 


issue 


Now, there is research going on in the pri- 
vate sector. There’s a lot of research on adult 
stem cells that appears to be very promising. 
And my Government strongly supports stem 
cells. There must be a b: ilance—strongly sup- 
ports adult stem cell research—but there 
must be a balance between science and eth- 
ics. And I’ve my decision as to how 


best achieve that balance. 


made 





SSO 


Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunamis 
Disaster Relief 


Q. We understand that United States has 
pledged a commitment—a lot have pledged 
a commitment to the tsunami relief recon- 
struction and effort. I would like to ask, how 
is it going to be realized, the commitment? 

President Bush. Well, the commitment 
was first realized when we moved an aircraft 
carrier with a lot of equipment into the 
neighborhood. And many of our Navy offi- 
cers and Marine officers and Marine enlisted, 
Navy enlisted personnel were the first people 
on the ground to start helping in coordination 
with the Indonesian Government 

That commitment is further being met by 
expe nditures out of the United States Con- 
gress. Plus, I put together kind of an inter- 
esting group of private citizens to help raise 
money for the tsunami relief—that would be 
my father and President Clinton, number 41 
and 42. And they have worked hard to con- 
vince our fellow citizens to contribute—these 
to contribute to 
help provide relief as well. 'm proud of my 


are private-sector citizens 


Government s—more importantly, my coun- 
try s commitment to help the people who suf- 
fer. 

And the President and I talked a lot about 
the ongoing relief efforts. We thanked the 
Government for their hard work, and I told 
him the American people will stand with 
these folks 

Thank you all very much 


Note: The President spoke at 3:36 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House 


Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Indonesia 


May 25, 2005 


President George W. Bush and President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono today reaffirmed 
the longstanding friendship between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Indonesia and committed to expand and 
deepen their cooperation based on partner- 
ship and our shared values of democracy and 
pluralism. The two leaders held productive 


May 


25 
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discussions on issues of mutual concern at 
the bilateral, regional, and global levels 
President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
exchanged congratulations on the successful 
conduct of their respective elections last 
year. President Bush applauded Indonesia's 
enormous strides in building a durable de- 
mocracy and noted that these successes truly 
reflect the democratic 
spirit of the Indonesian people. Mindful of 
the importance of rule of law in building de 


determination and 


mocracy and prosperity, the two Presidents 
agreed to establish a joint interagency work 
ing group to share experience and enhance 
cooperation on various justice-sector issues 
and related issues of mutual interest 


On behalf of the American people, Presi- 


dent Bush once again expressed his sympathy 


to the Indonesian people and their govern- 
ment over the catastrophic loss of life and 
the material destruction caused by recent 
earthquakes and the December 2004 tsu 
nami. He reiterated the commitment of the 
American people to stand by those affected 
as they rebuild, and he announced that Indo- 
nesia will receive $400 million of the total 
$857 million earmarked by the U.S. Govern- 
ment for earthquake and tsunami relief and 
reconstruction. The United States has of- 
fered to rebuild the Banda Aceh-Meulaboh 
highway—a 240-kilometer road with 
110 bridges that serves as a lifeline for much 


over 


of the west coast of Aceh province—setting 
aside $245 million for the effort. The United 
States will also work with local and national 
authorities to rebuild homes, 
clinics and re-establish the means for the 
people of Aceh to return to work. The two 
Presidents pledged to work together to de- 
velop a Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation 


schools, and 


Action Plan to increase Indonesia’s capacity 
to respond to disasters of all kind. While 
stressing that the primary responsibility for 
dealing with the tsunami disaster and its con- 
sequences lies with the government and peo- 
ple of Indonesia, President Yudhoyono ex- 
pressed deep appreciation for the outpouring 
of sympathy and generous financial assist- 
ance from the government of the United 
States and private American citizens. Recog- 
nizing the achievement of private U.S. citi- 
zens and companies in raising more than $1.4 
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billion for relief and reconstruction of the al 
fected areas, the two Presidents welco1 
of the Private Sector Sur 
held in Washington, D.C., on May 


efforts of the 


the outcome 
A 
They commended thx 
sectol led by 
Bill Clinton, in 


} 
generous contributions for the 


former Presidents G 


> ] ] 
Bush and venerating 
tsunam 
tims 


l 


, " 
President Bush emphasized his TO 


ments support tor Indone Slas territor il 
i 


tegrity and reiterated that the United States 


ypposes sect ssionist movements In any 


| | 
of Indonesia. He noted that a strong, united 


democratic, and prosperous Indonesia 


serve as a force tor stability and progress in 
‘ ee a ; 

Asia and beyond The Pre sident noted that 

reconstruction offers the opportunity 


; = 
new beginning in Aceh and gave his full su 


port for President Yudhoyono’s strong efforts 
to promote peace. He welcomed the ongoit 
talks to achieve a peace ful and lasting S¢ 
tion to the conflict, based on special wton 
omy within the framework of a united Ind 
nesia 

President Bush and President Yudhov 
underscored thei 


strong commitment 


fight terrorism, which threatens the peopl 
of both nations and undermines international 


peace and security. The two leaders rejected 
any link between terrorism and re¢ ligion ind 
pledged to continue to work closely at the 
bilateral, regional, and global levels to com 
bat terror 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
endorsed cultural and educational exchange 
visits and interfaith dialogue as means for 
promoting tolerance, mutual respect and mu- 
tual understanding. The 
pledged to work together to support such ini 
tiatives 


two Presidents 
President Bush welcomed President 
Yudhoyono’s intention to send prominent In- 
donesian scholars to the United 
States to promote inter-faith dialogue. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
agreed that normal military relations would 


Islamic 


be in the interest of both countries and un 
dertook to continue working toward that ob- 
jective. The two Presidents welcomed the re- 
sumption of Indonesia’s participation in 
International Military Education and Train- 
ing (IMET) as an important step. They also 


looked forward to the convening of the Third 
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Indonesia-United States Security Dialogue in 
Jakarta in mid-2005 and called for further 
meetings of the Bilateral Defense Dialogue. 
hey also praised the excellent humanitarian 
cooperation between the U.S. military and 
the Indonesian military during the tsunami 
emergency Aceh 
lent Yudhoyono reaffirmed his commitment 


re lief ope rations u Presi- 


to further strengthen military reform, civilian 
1 
l Bush 


control, and President 
pledged his full support i these efforts. En 


wccountability 
] 

ouraged by progress in the investigation of 
the 2002 Timika 
reaffirmed that he 
sify efforts to ensure that the suspect indicted 
by i U.S 


incident in President 


Yudhoyono would inten- 


Federal court for the 2002 Timika 
killings is appre hended and that all those re- 
sponsible for these crimes are brought to jus 


tice 


The two Presidents discussed ways to 


strengthen U.S.-Indonesia economic co 
operation and trade relations. President 
| 


Yudhoyono briefed President Bush on his ap- 


} , : 
proach to Indonesia’s deve lopment which he 


cerime d 


He also noted the 
| 


‘pro crowth pro job ind pro-poor 
need to improve 


he invited 
Americans to partic ipate in that undertaking 


President 


urgent 


ndonesia’s infrastructure and 


Bush welcomed President 
Yudhoyono’s determination to further eco- 
nomic reform, to combat corruption ind to 
and investment cli 


mprove the business 


mate. Accordingly, the Presidents welcomed 
the $10 million G-8 pilot project to assist 
Indonesia in its efforts to improve the busi- 
ness climate. Stressing the benefits of an 
open trading system, the two Presidents wel- 
comed the resumption of Trade and Invest- 
ment Council (TIC) talks, after a five-yeat 
hiatus, under the U.S.-Indonesia Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA). 
The two Presidents encouraged their delega- 
tions to continue to make further progress 
in resolving outstanding trade issues, with the 
aim of broadening and deepening our eco- 
nomic relationship. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
discussed the state of the world’s energy situ- 
ation and stressed the importance of 
strengthening cooperation and investment in 
the field of energy. To this end, they an- 
nounced the resumption of bilateral energy 
consultations, the first round of which will 
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be held on May 26, 2005, in Washington after 
an eight-year hiatus, and called on partici- 
pants to report back on progress to the two 
Presidents before the APEC summit meeting 
later this year. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
reaffirmed the 
U.S 
tinue placing a high priority on cooperation 
in this field. President Yudhoyono recalled 
with appreciation President Bush’s initiative 
during his visit to Bali in October 2003 to 
provide US$157 million to fund a six-year 
program designed to strengthen Meee sia’s 
basic education capacity. The 


importance of education in 


Indonesia relations and agreed to con- 


two leaders 
hailed the initial success of this program in 
enriching the educational experience of In- 
donesian children. They also agreed to ex- 
pand opportunities and improve the quality 
of higher education for Indonesian students, 
including by increasing the number of Indo- 


students studying in the United 


nesian 
States 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
exchanged views on international develop- 


ments, particularly those in the Asia-Pacific 
region. President Bush expressed apprecia- 
tion for Indonesia’s role in strengthening the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and for efforts to achieve an 
ASEAN Security Community. The two Presi- 
dents exchanged views on Ir: 4 and on pros- 
pects for peace in the Middle East, and they 
expressed support ne two democratic states 
living side by side in peace 

President Bush sche the 
President Yudhoyono to help promote peace 
in the Middle East. President Bush congratu- 
lated President Yudhoyono on the successful 
convening of the Second Asian-African Sum- 
mit in Jakarta, 23-24 April 2004. 

The two Presidents welcomed the devel- 
opment in the Asia-Pacific region of an open 
and inclusive institutional architecture that 
reinforces peace and stability and contributes 
to economic development and _ prosperity. 
They welcomed the contributions of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum in supporting trade and investment 
liberalization and for its cooperative efforts 
to combat threats to regional security. The 


and security. 


two leaders underlined the importance of 


multilateral cooperation and, in this context, 
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agreed on the need to pursue reform of the 
United Nations as a means to improving its 
effectiveness 

The two leaders affirmed that the United 
States of America and Indonesia, two of the 
world’s largest democracies, are bound by an 
abiding friendship and a common apprecia- 
tion of diversity 


tolerance, and freedom as 


a source of enduring strength 


NOT! An available — for 
verification of the content of this joint statement 


original was not 


Remarks With President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia 

on the Observance of Asian Pacific 

American Heritage Month 

May 25, 2005 
President Bush. 

Good afternoon, 


Thank you for coming. 
and welcome to the White 
glad you're here. I'm proud to 
be with you to celebrate Asian Pacific Amer- 
ican Heritage Month. And we are joined by 
a very special guest, a close friend of Amer- 
ica, a man with whom | just had a very good 
visit, President Yudhoyono from Indonesia. 
Welcome, Mr. President. 

Before we award our volunteer of the year 
awards, the 
to give 


House. I am 


President has graciously offered 
remarks. And, 
I'm going to give some too. [Laughter| Be- 
fore I begin I do want to introduce Agus and 
Edhie, the President’s sons. Welcome. We’re 
glad you're here 
on July the 8th. 

This is a time to celebrate the achievement 
of millions of Americans of Asian Pacific an- 
cestry. Today, Asian Pacific Americans are 
making their mark in all walks of life. 
ing business and politics 


some unfortunately, 


Agus will be getting married 


includ- 
and education and 
community service and the arts and science. 

I'm fortunate to have many Asian Amer- 
ican in my Cabinet and in my administration, 
two of whom are here with us today. I want 
to thank the Secretary of Labor, Elaine Chao, 
for joining us, and the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, Norm Mineta. 

Andrew Natsios of USAID is here. An- 
drew, it’s good you're here, 
going to be talking 
a minute. 


we re 
about tsunami relief in 


because 
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to thank 
Chairman of the 


I want Betty Wu, who 
President’s Advisory Com 
American 


mission on Asian 


and Pacific Is 
I want to thank all the Commission 
members who are here today 

I want to thank my 
Sichan Siv from the 
is he? Where 
come, Sichan. 
Martha is here 

Delegate 
coming, sir. 
Senator Murkowski just came in 
State of Alaska. Proud you're here 

I see we got a lot of members of the 
Welcom« 


Thank you for coming 


landers. 


friend Ambassador 


Wel 


a fine job I'm glad 


is Sichan? There he is 


You did 
Eni from Samoa, thank you for 
Proud you're here 


from the 


lin! 
aipio 
Ambas 


Proud vou’ re 


matic corps who are here 
sadors 
here 

And again, Mr 
joining us as we celebrate 
itage Month 

Indonesia and America may be on the op 
posite sides of the ocean, but we have a lot 
in common. We world’s 
a belief 
that our great diversity is a source of strength 
And when the tsunami hit, citizens from both 
our countries took it 
come to the 


thank vou for 


Asian Pacitic Her 


President. 


re both among the 


largest democracies. We both share 


upon themselves to 
aid of those in distress 
that began in the Indian 


Ocean struck Indonesia just 2 months afte) 


The tsunami 
the President came into office. I understand 
that when the tsunami hit, His Excellency 
was in a remote province of his country. And 
the moment he heard what happened he 
rushed to the didn’t hesitate. He 
rushed to not only help but to make a per 
Sol il assessment of wh it nee de d to be done 
Atter national 


moved quickly to clear away the bureaucratic 


scene He 


declaring a emergency he 
obstacles and visa requirements so that the 
path would be clear for international relief 
workers. 


By acting with skill and courage, Mr. Presi- 


dent, you helped bring your country together 


in a time of great crisis 


And thank you for 
that kind of leadership. 

And the people of Indonesia responded in 
kind. Religious 
businesspeople 


organizations and 
and the Indonesian Red 
Cross and thousands of ordinary citizens trav- 
eled their own expense to the hard-hit 
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province of Aceh to pitch in, to do their duty 
as a citizen of a free democracy. 

And the ' 
125,000 Indonesians have 
dead. Think about that. 


missing. 


More than 
been confirmed 
Another 37,000 are 
More than half a million have been 
forced from their homes. Your fellow citizens 
provided tirst 


need was great. 


aid, and you helped evacuate 
victims and distributed relief supplies. And 
it was a good example of how government 
and individuals work together 

But it was also important for the world to 
respond. And I'm proud ot the response ol 
the United States Government and her peo- 
pl Our United States military was on the 
with an And we had 
sailors and marines working around the clock 


scene aircraft carrier. 
to show the people of your part of the world 
that our hearts are big, that we about 
people from all walks of life, that the compas- 
sion of America runs deep and strong. 

Shortly after the struck, the 
United States pledged $350 million in aid for 
the region 


re ally 


whe ‘Th you ve 


care 


disaster 
Providing relief, our country has 
showed that we're a friend 
got a problem. But a friend 
doesn’t quit when a problem persists. And 
so earlier this month, Congress approved my 


I hope 


additional tsunami relief and re- 
construction help, bringing total U.S 
more than $850 million 


request tor 


aid to 


The people of your country need to know 
and the pe ‘ople of the countries affected by 
the tsunami relief need to know that when 
Il keep 
and that when America Says that 
we stand with you, we mean it. So, Mr 


America gives a pledge to help, we 
our word 
Presi- 
dent, please take this message back to the 
people of Indonesia. 

Finally, I'm proud that volunteers from 
our Asian Pacific American community were 
among those who stepped forward to help 
the victims of the 
nami. 


tsunami relief—of the tsu- 
Their efforts ranged from serving on 
humanitarian missions to raising money to 
Americans from all 
from all walks of life, used 
their time and talents and compassion to 
make Heck, I even called on 
two former Presidents—|laughter|—41 and 
12—|laughter|—Bush and Clinton—{laugh- 
ter|—to join together to send a message that 
we're not talking politics; we're talking about 


rebuilding an orphanage. 
over our country 


a difference. 
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get their feet back on the 


helping people 
ground get their feet back on the ground. 
We're talking about helping to save lives 
That’s the American spirit, Mr President. 
That’s how we like to do things in this coun- 
try 

And today we've gathered to honor some 
of our fellow citizens with volunteer service 
awards. People from the Asian Pacific com- 
munity have heard the call to serve some- 
thing greater than themselves And before we 
present those awards however Mr Presi- 
dent, I'm honored to welcome you to the 
White House and welcome you to the po- 
dium so that you can deliver a few remarks 

Please welcome the President 

President Yudhoyono. President Bush 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen 
Thank you, Mr. President 


to join you here today 


for inviting me 
I stand before you 
here to deliver a message of thanks from a 
grateful nation halfway around the world 

My country, Indonesia, suffered most from 
the horrible tsunami last December. Some 
200,000 people were killed in a matter of 
minutes. and over 500.000 survivors lost their 
homes 

When I arrived in Aceh the day after the 
tsunami, almost everything close to the sea 
had been destroyed, flattened to the ground 
swept by the waves Nothing had ever pre- 
pared us for something like this—nothing. It 
was under these circumstances that we expe 
rienced an incredible display of global soli- 
darity immediately after the tsunami, and it 
Was during this desperate time that American 
servicemen came and helped. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln arrived with 
its much-needed helicopters to help deliver 
food and supplies to survivors that could not 
be reached by land. And USS hospital ship 
Mercy provided medical care to the injured 
and the sick, at a time when we were all wor- 
ried that more people would die from dis- 
eases than from the tsunami 

I remember my heart almost sank one day 
when I heard that a U.S. Seahawk helicopter 
had crashed. But I was glad to hear directly 
from Lynn that the 
crews were all right, even though their 
Seahawk had to make an emergency landing 
on a paddy field. And not surprisingly, the 


Ambassador Pascoe 
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crews were itching to get back into action 
to save lives 

America has every reason to be proud for 
heroism, and 


what your Government, yout 


your volunteers have done for the tsunami 
ah kr . } 

victims This Was a time for valor and selfless 
i lot of he- 


1 
he roes who 


sacrifice. The tsunami produced 
roes, heroes who saved lives, 
gave hope to those who are suffering. And 
Americans were among these heroes. You all 
should be proud of that 

The funds that have been collected from 
millions of Americans will be very h Ipful to 
help the rebuild their But 
I want you to know what really mattered was 
that they all came from the heart. What really 


mattered was that each of you reached not 


Acehnese lives 


so much into your pocket as into the new 


| 


depth of your conscience, Compassion, and 


What really mattered was that you 
saw the pain of others and tried to help. And 


with all our tears 


solidarity 


what 
we all did together was to prove that the 


words, and deeds 
greatest wrath of nature was no match for 
the greater force that is the human spirit 

I said something earlier about reaching 
out. Let me read you a letter from Maggie 
a third-grader from K-4 Elementary in 
Charlevoix, Michigan, which, through some 
good fortune, I managed to obtain from 
Maggie was writing to a 
nami kid she did not know. This is what 
Dear friends: Hi. My 
is Maggie. I am sorry what happened in your 


tsu- 


Ameri /orps 
Maggie wrote 


hame 


I have heard some things about it 
I hope your family and friends are okay. In 


country 


church, | pray tor you and your country. In 


school, we are raising money for your coun 
try. We have a loose-change bucket, and kids 
bring money in. Also, we are making tsunami 
bracelet to raise money, too I have made 
you one I hope you like it. I will continue 
praying for you and your country in church. 
Your friend, Maggie.” 

I faxed Maggie’s letter to Aceh, to be 
passed on to an Acehnese youngster. And a 
few days later, I received a response letter 
from Nada Lutfiah, a young girl from Banda 
Aceh. That is what Nada looks like. 

President Bush. There's your picture. Is 
this her? 

President Yudhoyono. Yes, sorry. This is 
her. [Laughter| Nada looks like—{applause). 
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Nada Lutfiah. Nada wrote to Maggie, and 
I translate into English. “My good friend 


Hello My name is Nada Lutfiah. | 


was so happy and my heart was touched to 


friend 


receive the letter you sent us My family, m 


dad, mom, older bre ther and vounger broth 
er have disappeared, and now I live with my 
healthy and well 


cousins. | hope vou are 


where you are. I am so glad you are 


paving 
attention to us here. | hope to receive you 
bracelet in the coming days, because I \ 
to wear it on my arm to remind me th: 
have new friend. Your friend, Nada 


I have asked my Ambassador Soemadi te 


personally deliver Nada’s letter and photo to 
Maggie in Michigan 


both 


extraordinary 


conveyed and in the fact 


These two letters are 
in the words they 
that two youngsters from entirely different 
Ame! 
ican girl who prays at church, collects loos: 


background made a connection: An 
change, and make bracelet for tsunami kids 
two oceans away; an Indonesian Muslim girl 
who lost all her family and wants to kill the 
pain and is eager just to be a kid again, just 
like Maggie. I think the world will be a better 
place if all of us start to have connections 
and conversation the way Maggie and Nada 
did 

I thank you very much 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
And 
it’s in that spirit of compassion that we—it’s 
my honor to the 


very much for such a powerful speech 


now award voluntee1 
awards. 


Commander please read the citations 

At this point, Lt. Col. Steven T. Fisher, USA 
Aide to the President, read th 
tions, and the awards were presented 


Army 


cita- 
President Bush. Mr. President 


you can tell by the short presentation ol 
to some of our great citizens that the 


| hope 


true 
strength of America, our true strength lies 
in the hearts and souls of our citizens 

I'm proud that you've joined us today 
Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
our respective countries, and may God con 
tinue to bless the American people 


Note: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the East 
Room at the White House 
referred to 
resentative to the 


In his remarks, he 
U.S Rep 
Economic and Social 


Ambassador Sichan Siv, 
U.N. 


Vay 25 


8S5 
Martha 
Faleomavaega, American Samoa’s Representative 
to the U.S 


ferred to | 


Counci and his wife and) Eni 


Congress. President Yudhoyono re 
Lynn 
Ambassador to the U.S 


S. Ambassador to Indonesia B 
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Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Priscilla R. Owen as U.S. Circuit 
Judge for the Fifth Circuit 

May 25, 2005 


I applaud the Senate for voting to confirm 
Justice Priscilla Owen. She has served with 
distinction on the Supreme Court of Texas 
has demonstrated that she strictly interprets 
brings a wealth of experienc 
and expertise to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. I urge the Sen- 
ate to build on this progress and provide my 


the law and 


judicial nominees the up-or-down votes they 


deserve 


Proclamation 7906—National 
Homeownership Month, 2005 
May 25, 2005 


By the President of the United States 
of (merica 


A Proclamation 


For millions of individuals and families. 
the American Dream starts with owning a 
home. When families move into a home of 
their own, they gain independence and con- 
fidence, and their faith in the future grows 
The spread of ownership and opportunity 
helps give our citizens a vital stake in the 
future of America and the chance to realize 
the great promise of our country. 

From the earliest days of our Nation, 
homeownership has embodied the core 
American values of individual freedom, per- 
sonal responsibility, and self-reliance. A 
home provides children with a safe environ- 
ment in which to grow and learn. A home 
is also a tangible asset that provides owners 
with borrowing power and allows our citizens 
to build wealth that they can pass on to their 
children and grandchildren. 

The benefits of homeownership extend to 


our communities. Families who own their 
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own homes have a strong interest in main- 
taining the value of their investments, the 
safety of their neighborhoods, and the quality 
of their schools. Homeownership is also a 
bedrock of the American economy helping 
to increase jobs, boost demand for goods and 
services and build prosperity 

More Americans than ever own their own 
homes, but we must continue to work hard 
so that every family has an opportunity to 
In 2002, I an 


nounced a goal to add 5.5 million new minor- 


realize the American Dream 
ity homeowners by the end of the decade. 
Since then, we have added 2.3 million new 
minority households. My Administration has 
also set a goal of adding 7 million new afford- 
able homes to the market within the next 10 
years. In my FY 2006 budget, I proposed a 
single family housing tax credit and two 


mortgage programs the Zero Downpay- 


ment mortgage and the Payment Incentives 
program—to help more families achieve 
homeownership. In 2003, I signed the Amer- 
ican Dream Downpayment Act, and I have 
proposed more than $200 million to continue 
the American Dream Downpayment Initia- 
tive to provide downpayment assistance to 
thousands of American families. By pro- 
moting initiatives such as financial literacy 
tax incentives for building affordable homes 
voucher programs, and Individual Develop- 
ment Accounts, we are strengthening our 
communities and improving citizens’ lives 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2005 as Na- 
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this month with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities recognizing the 
homeownership. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 


my hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the 


year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 
George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
8:45 a.m., May 27, 2005] 


importance of 
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Note: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on May 31 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Mahmoud Abbas of 
the Palestinian Authority 

May 26, 2005 


President Bush. Thank you. Mr 
dent, it is my honor to welcome the demo- 
cratically elected leader of the Palestinian 
people to the White House. 


We meet at a time when a great achieve- 


Presi- 


ment of history is within reach, the creation 
of a peaceful democratic Palestinian state 
President Abbas is seeking that goal by re- 
jecting violence and working for democratic 
reform. I believe the Palestinian people are 
fully capable of justly governing themselves 
in peace with their neighbors. I believe the 
interests of the Israeli people would be 
served by a peaceful Palestinian state. And 
I believe that now is the time for all parties 
of this conflict to move beyond old griev- 
ances and act fore fully in the cause of peace 

President Abbas’s election 4 months ago 
was a tribute to the power and appeal of de- 
mocracy and an inspiration to the people 
across the region. Palestinians voted against 
violence and for sovereignty, because only 
the defeat of violence will lead to sovereignty. 

Mr. President, the United States and the 
international community applaud your rejec- 
tion of terrorism. All who engage in terror 
are the enemies of a Palestinian state and 
must be held to account. We will stand with 
you, Mr. President, as you combat corrup- 
tion, reform the Palestinian security services 
and your justice system, and revive your 
economy. Mr. President, you have made a 
new start on a difficult journey requiring 
courage and leadership each day, and we will 
take that journey together. 

As we work for peace, other countries 
must step up to their responsibilities. Arab 
states must take concrete measures to create 
a regional environment conducive to peace. 
They must offer financial assistance to sup- 
port the peaceful efforts of President Abbas, 
his Government, and the Palestinian people. 
And they must refuse to assist or harbor ter- 
rorists. 
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Israel must continue to take steps toward 
a peaceful future and work with the Pales 
tinian leadership to improve the daily lives 
of Palestinians especially their humanitarian 
Israel should not undertake 
tivity that contravenes roadmap obligations 


situation. any a 
or prejudice final status negotiations with re 
gard to Gaza, the West Bank, and Jerusalem 

Therefore, Israel must remove unauthor 
ized outposts and stop settlement expansion 
The barrier being erected by Israel as a part 
of its security effort must be 
than political, barrier 
take 
needs, its impact on Palestinians not engaged 
As we 


toward security and in accordance 


rather 
should 


consistent with security 


a security 
And its route 
into account, 


in terrorist activities make progress 
with the 
Israeli forces should withdraw to 
their positions on September the 28th, 2000 

Any final 


reached between 


roadmap 


status agreement must be 
the 
1949 


be mutually agreed to 


two parties and 
Armistice 
A viable two-state 
contiguity on the West 
Bank, and a state of scattered territories will 
not work. There must also be meaningful 
linkages between the West Bank and Gaza 
This is the position of the United States 
today; it will be the position of the United 
States at the time of final status negotiations 

The imminent Israeli disengagement from 
Gaza, parts of the West Bank, presents an 
opportunity to lay the groundwork for a re 
turn to the roadmap. All parties have a r 
sponsibility to make this hopeful moment in 
the region a new and peaceful beginning 
That is why I assigned General Kip W: urd 
who is with us tod: iy, to support your e ‘ttorts 
Mr. President, Palestinian se 
curity services and to coordinate the 
of the international community to make that 
The United States also 
strongly supports the mission of the Quartet’s 
spec ial e nvoy, Jim Wolfensohn, to make sure 
that the Gaza disengagement brings Palestin- 
ians a better life. 

To help ensure that the Gaza disengage 
ment is a success, the United States will pro 
vide to the Palestinian Authority $50 million 
to be used for new housing and infrastructure 
projects in the Gaza. These funds will be 
used to improve the quality of life of the Pal- 
estinians living in Gaza, where poverty and 


changes to the Lines must 


SO 


lution must ensure 


to reform the 


ettorts 


crucial task a success. 
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unemployment are very high. I’ve also asked 


Secretary Rice to travel to Jerusalem and 
Ramallah before the beginning of the 


withdrawal. 


Israeli 
Secretary Rice will consult with 
disengage- 


and the 


Israelis and Palestinians on the 
their 
way back on the roadmap 

} 
work to make the 
succeed, we must not lose sight of the path 
The | 


to the roadmap as the only way to realize 


ment shared commitments 


As we disengagement 


ahead nited States remains committed 
the vision of two democratic states living side 
by side It is through 
the roadmap that the parties can achieve a 


in peace and security 
final permanent status agreement through di- 
rect negotiations 

the Middle 


dured a long period of challenge 


The people of East have en- 
and now 
ve have reached a moment ot hope. Leaders 
around the made a moral 
commitment: We will not stand by as another 
Holy 
atmosphere of violence 
With concrete 
the | 


can transform this opportunity into real mo- 


trom world have 


generation in the Land grows up in an 
and hopelessness 
United States, 
-alestinians, Israel, and other nations, we 


actions by the 


mentum 

Mr will work with you to 
help realize the dream of a free and demo- 
cratic | 


President, we 


-alestine, to bring greater freedom, se- 
curity, and prosperity to all peoples in the 
region, and to achieve the lasting peace we 
all seek 

Welcome back to the White House. 

President Abbas. Thank you very much, 
Mi I'd like to thank you for this 
warm welcome and express my view in order 
to strengthen the relationship between Pal- 
and the United States. The Palestinian 
people share with the American people the 
same values of peace, 


President. 


estine 


freedom. and democ- 
racy. We are confident that the two peoples 
will benefit from continuing and deve loping 
this relationship 

conducted very intensive 
Mr. 
and with your senior administra- 
tion officials. We discussed ways to support 


Today we have 


and constructive 


discussions with you, 


President, 


the opportunities to revive and resume the 
peace process in the Middle I 
cussions afford us with the opportunity to 
emphasize the central and essential role 
played by you, Mr. President, and by your 


East. These dis- 
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administration in supporting and advancing 


the peace process toward the realization of 


your vision of ending the Israeli occupation 
that started in 1967 and the 
of a democratic, free, and independent Pal- 
by side with the 
in order to create a better future for 
the peoples of the region. We have reiterated 
again to you, Mr. President, our strong com- 
mitment to the and through 
negotiations, we can achieve—the 


establishment 


estine to live side state of 


Israel 


peace option, 
two sides 
can achieve their objectives 

We also discussed the efforts that have 
been undertaken by the Palestinian Authority 
throughout the past few months to bring 
about calm. These efforts have brought about 
to the 
in 4 years and once again reopened the win- 
dow of hope for progress tow: urd peace. We 
emphasized our determination to maintain 
and preserve this calm. The 


the reduction of violence lowest level 


Palestinian Au- 
thority exerts a great deal of efforts in re- 
forming our security organizations, and the 
truth is, our efforts are fully supported by 
our own people who repeatedly reaffirmed 
their commitment to peace and negotiations. 

In our talks, we also discussed the ongoing 
democratic process in Palestine 


has successfully presented, through the Pres- 


This process 
idential elections and the local and municipal 
that the have suc- 
ceeded in carrying out transparent and fair 
elections under very difficult circumstances 
another « xample of the « 


elections, Palestinians 


capability of our peo- 
ple and their ability to build an independent 
democratic state once we achieve our 
dom and our independence. 

We expect that our people will be helped 
and supported to make their democratic ex- 
periment a successful one. We look forward 
to the free movement and the 
movement and the 


free- 


removal of Israeli road- 
block and checkpoints and the Israeli with- 
drawal to positions prior to September 28th, 
2000, and as well as implementing the var- 
ious understanding that we 
with the Israeli Government in Sharm al- 
Sheikh. We stress that democracy cannot 
flourish under occupation and in the absence 
of freedom. 


have reached 


In this regard, we expressed our deep con- 
cern over’ the continuous Israeli settlement 
activities and the construction of the wall on 


fre ed ym of 
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our land, particularly in the area 
salem. 


Mf Jeru- 
addi- 


tion to undermining President Bush’s vision 


These settlement activities 
in establishing a Palestinian and contiguous 
state, that it is a viable 
side by side by the 
tributes to the 
spair and the loss of hope. 


state that can live 


state of Israel, also con- 
feeling of frustration and de- 
Stopping this is 
one of the requirements of the roadmap 
Time is becoming our greatest enemy. We 
should end this conflict before it is too late 
We are extending our hands to the Israeli 
people in good intention. We are saying that 
peace and dialog and the recognition of the 
other side’s rights is what will create a good 
neighborho« xd and achieve security and pros- 
perity for our people and the peoples in the 
region. 

We have 
Palestinian 
with the 
success of its withdrawal from Gaza and the 
West Bank upon the Israeli evacuation. We 


e this evacuation 


that the 
Authority is ready to coordinate 


assured the President 


Israeli side in order to ensure the 


as a part of ending the 
occupation, and should not be at the ex- 
pense of the West Bank. We must then im- 
mediately move to permanent status negotia- 
tions to deal with the Al-Quds 

as a capital of the 


issues of 
East Jerusalem future 
state of Palestine, the issues of refugees, set- 
and water, on the 
basis of President Bush’s vision 
basis of U.N. resolutions and 
Arab Initiative 


It is time for the 


tlements, borders, security, 
and on the 


the basis of the 


Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
to end, right now. It is the time for our peo- 
ple, after many decades of suffering and dis- 
possessions, to enjoy living in freedom and 
And we 
the freedom of our pris- 
oners in order to be a part of peacemaking 

Mr. President, we 
Washington, 


independence on their own land 
should accelerate 


end our discussions in 
determined 
to move forward in the path of freedom, re- 
form, and We depart Wash- 
ington; we are more confident about the role 
that you will play and the role that your ad- 
ministration will play in order to move the 
process forward and achieve lasting peace. 
Mr. President, at the end, I would like to 


and we are more 


democracy. 


thank you very much for your hospitality and 
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expressing the A merican—and dem- 
onstrating the American support to the Pales- 
tinian and the Palestinian 
people. We continue to look forward to work 
with you ahead in order to achieve our com- 
mon objectives of peace 
mocracy and freedom. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

President Bush. Good job, good job. Two 
que stions a side, starting with Te rry | Terence 
Hunt, Associated Press|. 


administration 


security, and de- 


Palestinian Democracy/Hamas 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. 
dent, you just spoke about the rejection of 
terror. Are you satisfied that President Abbas 
is moving aggressively enough 


Presi- 


, doing every- 
thing he can to shut down terror groups? And 
do you think that he should, for example, 
close: Hamas or remove from positions of 
power associates of Yasser Arafat? 

President Bush. | believe that—and | 
know the President is committed to democ- 
racy. After all, he ran on a platform that said, 
“Vote for me. I'm for peace, and I believe 
That’s what he told the Pales- 
tinian people when he ran, and he won with 
62 percent of the vote, I think it was. So 
in other words, he’s committed. That’s what 
he said he and he’s now 
fulfilling it. 

Our position on Hamas is very clear. It’s 
a well-known position, and it hasn’t changed 
about Hamas. Hamas is a terrorist group. It’s 
on a terrorist list for a reason. 
go forward, of course, 


in democracy.” 


was going to do, 


As the elections 
we want everybody to 
participate in the vote. There is something 
healthy about people 
“This is what I’m for.” The President ran on 
a peace platform. You know, maybe some- 
body will run on a war platform. You know, 
“Vote for me. I promise violence.” 
think they're going to get elected, because 
I think Palestinian moms want their children 
to grow up in peace just like American moms 
want their children to grow up in peace. As 
a matter of fact, I think the people that cam- 
paign for peace will win. 


campaigning, saying, 


don’t 


The goal of a—is, of course, a Palestinian 
state based upon rule of law, and you cannot 
have a democracy based upon rule of law 
if you have arme ‘d bands of people who will 
use their weapons to try to achieve a political 


May 26 


889 


discussed this with the 
can give 


outcome. We Presi- 
dent. He I will 
just tell you, he is—he believes strongly in 
democracy and understands that aspect of 
democracy. 

And so I'm—I think there’s something 
healing about asking people to vote. And 
hopefully, as more people participate and 
more people see progress on the ground in 
terms of real, tangible benefits when it comes 
to democracy like being able to make a living 
or being able to send your child to a school 
that works or being able to get good quality 
health care, that more and more people will 
reject the notion that the only—a state based 
upon violence is a positive ste ite. 


you his own views. 


Israeli Settlements/Israeli Security Wall 
Q. President Abbas, regarding settlements 
and the erection of the wall, 


are your posi- 
tions before 


that you gave to your voters 
among the Palestinian gsr ? And the ques- 
tion to President Bush, we heard your re- 
marks. You talked about Pl American posi- 
tion about the issue of settlements. But Israel 
continues to build settlements and continues 
to seize Palestinian territories. What is your 
position, Mr. President? 

President Bush. Well, | told you what my 
And it’s exactly what I said 
when I was in Crawford, by the way, when 
Minister Sharon was there as well. 
mean, when you Say you re going to accept 
the roadmap, you accept the roadmap, and 
part of the obligations of the roadmap is not 
the expansion of settlements. And we con- 
tinue to remind our friends the Israelis about 
their obligations under the roadmap, just like 
we remind President Abbas about the obliga- 
tions under the roadmap that the Palestinians 
have accepted. So nothing has changed. 

Adam | Adam Entous, Reuters], yes. 

Oh, I’m sorry. I beg your pardon. 

President Abbas. The first one. 

President Bush. | beg your—sorry, yes 
Just trying to cut you off. [Laughter] It’s an 
old Rose Garden trick. 

President Abbas. Regarding the issue of 
settlements and the wall, our position is very 
clear from the beginning. When we talk 
about two states, we are talking about a Pal- 
estinian state within the boundaries of 1967. 
That means that those boundaries, in our 


position was. 


Prime 





890 


views, should go back to the Palestinian peo- 
ple. This is what the roadmap states, and this 
is what is in various U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 

Also President Bush talked about ending 
the occupation that started in 1967. In our 
views, the wall—there is no justification for 
the wall, and it is illegitimate, 
tlements. It is illegitimate and should not 
allow. We heard from the President that 
these activities should stop. | believe this is 
an important step in order to get to the per- 
During the per- 
manent status negotiations, we will put all 


as well as set- 


manent status negotiations. 
these issues on the table. And we express our 
views that does not contradict international 
legitimacy. 


President Bush. Now Adam. 


Egyptian Presidential Elections 


Q. Mr. President, President Bush, the 
First Lady under the Egyptian pyramids this 
week e nthusiastically endorsed Mubarak’s 
first steps towards direct Presidential elec- 
tions. Two days later, Mubarak supporters at- 
tacked the opposition in the streets. Was it 
premature to back Mubarak? 
message to Mubarak now? 

President Bush. | also embraced Presi- 
dent Mubarak’s first steps and said that those 
first steps must include people’s ability to 
have access to TV and candidates ought to 
be allowed to run freely in an election and 
that there ought to be international monitors. 
That’s—and the idea of people expressing 
themselves in opposition to the government 
and getting a beating, is not our view of how 
a democracy ought to work. It’s not the Way 
that you have free elections. People ought 
to be allowed to express themselves, and I’m 
hopeful that the President will have open 
elections that everybody can have trust in. 

Final question here. Oh, sorry. That’s what 
happens when you don’t get c: alled on. 


What's your 


Gaza/Palestinian Democracy 

Q. To Bush, Mr. President, 
Israel insists on controlling the Gaza airspace 
as well as the port, after its unilateral with- 
drawal. What practical steps are you pre- 
pared to take, sir, to deter Israel from doing 
so and ensuring that the Gaza disengagement 
remains an integral part of the roadmap? 


President 
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And to President Abbas, in the article that 
was published in the Wall Street Journal 
today, you emphasized the link between de- 
mocracy and freedom. Do feel 
cerned that the new Palestinian democracy 
could go back under the occupation and 
under the lack of freedom? Thank you. 

President Bush. Actually, my answer kind 
of ties into the question you asked the Presi- 
dent. You know, 


you con- 


one of the things when you 
are in the position I’m in, I’m able to observe 
attitudes and opinions. And clearly there’s a 
lot of mistrust, and you can understand why. 
There’s been war, violence, bloodshed. The 
only way to achieve all the objectives is for 
there 


to be a democracy living side 


with a democracy. 


by side 
And the best way to see— 
to solve problems that seem insoluble now 
is for there to be a society which evolves 
based upon democratic principles. 

And so there’s going to be a lot of issues 
that come up as this process evolves that are 
going to be difficult issues. But as more peo- 
ple trust each other, then those issues be- 
come easier to solve. And so one of my cau- 
tions to both sides in this very important 
problem is to make sure that we stay focused 
on getting things right initially, and what 
needs to happen is that Palestinians, with the 


world’s he ‘Ip, fill the void created by the with- 


draw from Gaza with a society which is hope- 
ful. And that means people can find work, 
and people can send their kids to school, the 
health care system functions well. 

I told the 
national help that will be available, particu- 


President, there’s a lot of inter- 
larly as his Government earns the trust of 
And the best way to earn the 
trust of the donors is to work to develop 
this—to take advantage of this opportunity 
and develop a state. Israel has obligations to 
help. You noticed, 


the donors. 


in my statement | said 
“help improve the humanitarian situation on 
the ground.” And America wants to help. 
Now as a democracy evolves and people 
see that this is a Government fully capable 
of sustaining democratic institutions and ad- 
hering to rule of law and transparency and 
puts strong anticorruption devices in place, 
answers to the will of the people, that it be- 
comes easier to deal with issues such as air- 
space. The West Bank will become an easier 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 


issue for everybody to meet obligations 
We've got a fantastic opportunity now. 
When I- 


doubt in my mind we can succeed. President 


I told the President, there’s no 


Abbas is a man of courage. Part of the success 
is going to require courageous decision by 
the President. And I take great faith in not 
only his personal character but the fact that 
he campaigned on a platform of peace. He 
And the 
Palestinians voted overwhelmingly to support 
him. 


said, “Vote for me. I am for peace.” 


And so there will be a series of issues that 
come up—you know, how do we deal with 
this do you deal with that 
issue—all of which will become easier to deal 


issue, or how 


with as the Government succeeds in Gaza. 
And the United States stands with the Gov- 
ernment to help them succeed. 


President Abbas. Thank you. Regarding 
the democracy and freedom, I am saying that 


when we have chosen democracy as a way 
of life, this was not an adventure. This was 
a determination and a strategy that democ 
racy is the only way to move forward and 
for life among different nations. But democ- 
racy is like a coin; it has two sides. On one 
side it’s democracy; on the other side of the 
coin is freedom. 

It’s true, now we lack freedom, and we 
are in dire need to have freedom. We do 
not live in freedom in our homeland. This 
will weaken the hope to continue this democ- 
racy and will weaken the democratic march 
But we will not go back. Our strategy is clear 
and we are determined to achieve our free- 
dom in order to complete and achieve both 
sides of the coin, and we can live a normal 


life. 


Norte: The President’s news conference began at 
11:3] Rose Garden at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen 
William E. Ward, USA, Senior U.S Security Co- 
ordinator, Department of State; outgoing World 
Bank President James D. Wolfensohn, Special 
Envoy for Gaza Disengagement; Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel; and President Hosni Muba- 
rak of Egypt. President Abbas spoke in Arabic, 
and his remarks were translated by an interpreter 


am. in the 
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Thanks for the warm welcome. Secretary 
England, Admiral Clark, General Nyland, 
Vice Admiral Rempt, Captain Leidig, Dr. 
Miller, members of the Board of Visitors, 
Lieutenant Governor Steele and Congress- 
man Hoyer, distinguished faculty, distin- 
guished proud parents, family, 
friends, and, most of all, the graduating mid- 
shipmen of the Class of 2005, I'm honored 
to be here. 

And I am proud to stand before the future 
leaders of the Navy and Marine Corps. And 
to celebrate the occasion, I thought I would 
bring along a small graduation gift. Too late 
to give you a “Staubach Day,” so I'll do the 
next best thing. In keeping with longstanding 
tradition, I hereby absolve all midshipmen 


guests, 


who are on restriction for minor conduct of- 
fenses. [Laughter] I will leave it to the Admi- 
ral to define exactly what “minor” means. 
Laughter| 

You worked hard to get to this moment. 
You survived Plebe Summer and having your 
parking tickets scraped. [Laughter] You 
climbed Herndon Monument and _ threw 
pennies at Tecumseh, god of the 2.0. I knew 
him pretty well when I school. 
|Laughter| Now, at last, you’ve made it to 


was in 


graduation day, and in a few moments, you 
will receive your military commissions and 
your diplomas. Your parents are proud of 
you; your teachers are proud of you; and so 
is your Commander in Chief. Congratula- 
tions on a great achievement. 

A lot has changed since you arrived at An- 
napolis 4 years ago. Navy football went 0 and 
10 in your plebe year. This year, you went 
10 and 2, and you won your second Com- 
mander in Chief's Trophy in a row. I'd like 
the record to show that your turnaround 
started the year after I delivered your com- 
mencement address. [Laughter] So to ensure 
the continued domination of Navy football, 
I thought I'd just swing by for a return visit. 

When I spoke to the Class of 2001, none 
of us imagined that a few months later we 
would suffer a devastating surprise attack on 
our homeland or that our Nation would be 
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plunged into a global war unlike any we had 
known before. Today, we face brutal and de- 
termined enemies, men who celebrate mur- 
der, incite suicide, and thirst for 
These enemies will not be stopped 


absolute 
power. 


by negotiations or concessions or appe als to 


reason. In this war, there is only one option, 
and that is victory. 

Today I’m going to talk about our strategy 
for victory in this war, what we’ve accom- 
plished to make our Nation more secure, 
your crucial role and why 
we need you to fight the war on terror and 
transform our military at the 


the 21st century, 


in this struggle, 


time. In 
America will be prepared 
to answer any challenge and defeat any ad- 
versary. 


same 


Our Nation is pursuing a clear strategy for 
the war on terror. We're using every avs ailable 
tool to disrupt terrorists and their organiza- 
tions. We are taking the fight to the enemy 
do not have to face them here 
We're denying the terrorists sanc- 
tuary and making clear that America will not 
tolerate outlaw regimes that provide safe 
haven and support to terrorists. We're using 
all elements of national power to deny terror- 
ists the chemical, 


abroad so we 
at home. 


and nuclear 
weapons they seek. We will not allow mass 
murderers to gain access to the tools of mass 
destruction. And we're 


biok gical, 


stopping terrorists 
from achieving their ideological victories the » 
seek, by working to spread the hope of free- 
dom and reform across the broader Middle 
East. We understand that free nations do not 
support terrorists or invade their neighbors. 
We understand to make the world more 
peaceful and our country more secure, we 
will advance the cause of libe arty 

Thanks to the men and women of the 
United States military, our strategy is work- 
ing: we are winning the war on terror. Since 
September the 11th, 2001, we've removed 
brutal regimes in Kabul and Baghdad that 
supported and harbored terrorists. We 
helped launch Afghanistan and Iraq on the 
path to lasting freedom by liberating over 50 
million people. Both these nations have now 
chosen their leaders free elections, and 
their courage is inspiring democratic reform- 
ers across the broader Middle 
up and claim their liberty. 


East to rise 
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To stop the spread of weapons of mass de- 
struction, we broke up the world’s most dan- 
trading network. We con- 
vinced Libya’s leader to give up his country’s 


gerous nuclear 


chemical and nuclear weapons programs as 
well as his long-range ballistic missiles. Two 
years ago, we launched the Proliferation Se- 
curity Initiative, an effort supported by 60 
nations to stop shipments of weapons of mass 
destruction on land, 
We have gone after 
rorists with dis- 
rupting their communications, planning, 
training, and financing. We have put the 
enemy on the run, and now they spend their 
days avoiding c¢: ipture, they 
that America’s armed services are 
trail. 

And we 


at sea, and in the air. 
Al Qaida and other ter- 


relentless determination, 


know 
on their 


becat ise 


will stay on their trail. The best 
way to protect our citizens is to sté iy on the 
offensive. In the last few weeks, we've dealt 
the enemy a series of powerful blows. In Af- 
ghanistan, we brought to justice scores of ter- 
rorists and insurgents. 
Usama Bin 


In Pakistan, one of 
Laden’s senior terrorist leaders, 
a man named al-Libbi, was brought to jus- 
tice. In Iraq, we captured two senior 
operatives of the terrorist Zarqawi. And 
recent days, our forces have killed or cap- 
tured hundreds of terrorists and insurgents 
in Baghdad and western Iraq and near the 
Syrian border. Across the world, our military 
is standing directly between the American 
people and the worst dangers in the world, 
and Americans are grateful to have 
brave defenders. 

Difficult work remains. 
Suicide bombers in Iraq are targeting inno- 
cent men, women, and children, hoping to 
intimidate Iraq’s new leaders and shake the 
will of the Iraqi people. They will fail. Iraqis 
are determined, and our strategy is clear. We 
will train Iraqi forces so they can take the 
fight to the enemy and de fend their own 
country, and then our troops will come home 
with the honor the *y have earned. 

The midshipmen I addressed here 4 years 
ago are now serving bravely in this struggle. 
The new officers who sat in the chairs where 
you now sit could not have known that their 
strength and character would be 
soon. 


such 


and dangerous 


tested so 
In the last 4 years, they've met every 
test and overcome every challenge. And they 
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are setting a lasting example of courage for 
the classes that follow. 

Sitting in the crowd 4 years ago was Mid- 
shipman Edward Slavis. When I gave the 
order to liberate Iraq, he charged across the 
Kuwaiti border, leading a rifle platoon 
through 21 days of tough fighting into the 
heart of Baghdad. His battalion helped pull 
down the statue of Saddam Hussein. Ed says 
“I will have time for myself later. Now | a 
feel privile ged to spe nd my life doing some 
thing much larger than myself.” 
to say, “The mission will be 
20 or 30 years from now, historians will look 
back on the mission to Iraq as America’s 
golden moment.” Ed Slavis is serving his 
country with courage, and he’s adding to the 
history of this Academy. 

Sitting in the crowd that day was Mid- 
shipman Josh Glover. He would soon risk his 
life in the city of Fallujah, fighting through 
a half-mile of ene my te rritory to rescue a pli i- 
toon of Marine s pinne -d down by insurgents 
Josh says, “They had casualties and a Marine 
who had been killed. We were shooting 360 
degrees.” Josh and his men recovered that 
fallen Marine and saved the platoon and 
helped us win a critical battle in the war on 
terror. 

Sitting in the crowd that day was a mid- 
shipman whose name I cannot mention be- 

cause he went on to join the secret world 
of Navy special operations. He would soon 
deploy to Afghanistan with his Navy SEAL 
team, where he conducted lightning raids 
that captured dozens of Taliban and Al Qaida 
fighters. He even helped protect a very dis- 
tinguished visitor to Afghanistan, the 
Lady of the United States. 
there listening, I've got a message for that 
courageous Navy frogman: Thanks for de- 
fending America, and thanks for taking such 
good care of my bride. 

Also sitting in the crowd that day was Mid- 
shipman Bobby Rashad Jones. He would go 
on to serve as a deck division officer onboard 
the U.S.S. Germantown, ensuring the safe 
landing of marines and Seabees, hostile 
territory during antiterrorist operations in the 
Philippine s. Bobby was the “anchorman” of 
the Class of 2001. He was the guy that gave 
me that bear hug. [Laughter] Four years 
later, my ribs still hurt—{laughter|—so don't 


He went on 
a success, and 


First 
And if he’s out 
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get any ideas. [Laughter] Here’s what Bobby 
“Once I got to my ship after 9/11, it 
did not matter where I graduated. The ex- 
pectations of Annapolis graduates never 
and I am proud to be part of the 
tradition of the United 
Academy.” I want to thank 
and thank Bobby for 
witnessing your graduation today. 

Class of 2001 have 
battle-hardened 
They are serving 
Nation with valor and distinction, 
soon you'll join them. 


Says, 


change, 
elite and unique 
States Naval 
Bobby for his service 


The members of the 
grown into experienced, 
Navy and Marine officers. 
our and 
Four years at this 
Academy have prepared you morally, men- 
tally, and physically for the challenges ahead. 
And now the American people are depending 
on you to uphold the high ideals you learned 
here as midshipmen. I know that in the war 
on terror, the members of the Class of 2005 
will walk with make 
America proud. 


honor, and you will 

In this time of unprecedented dangers, we 
need you to take on two difficult missions 
+: We need you to defeat the terrorists 
who want to destroy what we stand for and 
how we live: 


at once 


we need 
military for the 2lst 
can deter and defeat the new 
adversaries who may threaten our people in 
the decades ahead 


and at the same time, 
you to tr insform our 


century, so we 


The lesson of September the 11th is clear: 
New dangers can arrive on our shores with- 
out warning. In this era of surprise, we can- 
not know for certain who might attack us or 
where or when. But we can anticipate how 
we might be attacked, and we can transform 
our capabilities to defend our citizens and 
deliver justice to our enemies. 
threats of the 21st century, 
ve are developing new technologies that will 
make our lighter, 
and more lethal. In our time 
can 


To meet the 
forces faster, more agile, 
, terrible dangers 


arise on a short moment anywhere in 


the world, and we must be prepared to op- 
pose these dangers everywhere in the world. 

Since taking office, 
invested $16 billion to build transformational 
military capabilities. We've requested an ad- 


my administration has 


ditional 78 billion for these efforts over the 
next 4 years. We've invested $240 billion in 
research and development so we can build 
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even more advanced capabilities in the dec- 
ades ahead. We requested $275 billion for 
these efforts over the next 4 years. These in- 
vestments will help us keep the peace by re- 
defining war on our terms. And so long as 
I am your President, you will have the very 
best equipment and the resources you nee d 
to get the job done. 

We've already seen the 
nology to transform our forces. In the 199] 
Persian Gulf war, aircraft taking off from a 
carrier deck could engage about 200 targets 
per day. In Operation Iraqi Freedom, that 
number jumped to over 600 targets a day, 
3 times the capability. And in each year, 
those capabilities are becoming more and 
more precise. In Lraq, we used a new Hellfire 
missile for the first time, which can take out 
enemy fighters hiding on one floor of a build- 
ing, without destroying the floors above and 
below. This missile is capable of reaching 
around corners to strike enemy forces that 
hide in caves and bunkers and hardened 
multiroom complexes. In the coming years, 


power of tech- 


there are going to be some awfully surprised 


terrorists when the thermobaric Hellfire 
comes knocking. 

Revolutionary advances in technology are 
transforming war And in the 
changes will be 
more dramatic. We will deploy unmanned 
underwater vehicles that can go where no 
submarine can go today. We will deploy ad- 
vanced destroyers c: spable of shooting down 


ballistic missiles and transformed strike sub- 


in our favor. 


decades ahead, the even 


marines that can silently carry special oper- 
ation forces and cruise 


missiles within strik- 
ing distance of our adversaries. We are devel- 
oping joint sea bases that will allow our forces 
to strike from floating platforms close to the 
action, instead of being dependent on land 
bases far from the fight. 

We're also harnessing advances in infor- 
mation technology, such as undersea surveil- 
lance systems, to provide our forces with near 
total battle-space awareness. And technology 
is allowing us to improve the ability of the 
Navy and Army and Air Force and Marines 
to work together as a truly joint force, with 
innovations like joint tactical radio that will 
allow all services to share information in the 
heat of battle. These technological advances 
will put unprecedented agility, speed, preci- 
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sion, and power in your hands, and you — 
use them to protect the American people it 
the dangerous decades ahead. 

Technology changes the balance of war in 
a very important way. We can now strike our 
enemies with greater effectiveness, at greater 
range, with fewer civilian casualties. In this 
new era, we can target a regime, not a nation, 
and that means terrorists and tyrants can no 
longer feel safe hiding behind innocent life. 
In the 2\st century, we can target the guilty 
and protect the innocent, and that makes it 
easier to keep the peace. 

To meet the threats of the 21st century, 
we must reposition our forces at home and 
abroad. much of our military is still 
deployed in ways that reflect the threats of 
the 20th century. So last 
nounced the 


Te day ; 


summer, I an- 
biggest transformation of our 
global force — since the end of - 
World War Over the coming decade, w 
will re sale our forces so they can surge 
quickly to deal with unexpected threats. We 
will deploy increased combat power across 
the world. And we will bring home between 
60,000 to 70,000 uniformed personnel cur- 
rently stationed overseas. These changes will 
reduce the stress on your families, raise the 
pressure on our enemies, and ensure that you 
remain the most powerful and effective fight- 
ing force on Earth. 

To meet new threats, we must transform 
our domestic force posture as well, and that 
will require closing and realigning military 
bases. The each done 
a review of their requirements, and they have 
concluded that we have more bases than we 
need. Supporting these 


military services have 


facilities wastes bil- 
lions of taxpayers’ dollars, money that can be 
better spent on giving you the tools to fight 
terrorists and confront 21st-century threats. 
Two weeks ago, the Defense Department 
presented the military's recommendations to 
the Base Realignment and Closure Commis- 
sion. This is only the beginning of the proc- 
ess. Commission members will now visit all 
the sites that the military has recommended 
for closure, and communities will have the 
opportunity to make their case directly to the 
Commission. 

I know first hand how hard base closings 
can be on local communities. I was the Gov- 
ernor of Texas during the last round of base 
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when facilities were shut down in 
places like Lubbock and Laredo and Austin 
We'll do everything possible to help affected 
communities make the transition as smoothly 
as possible, 


closures, 


by providing economic develop- 
ment aid, job training, and assistance with 
redevelopment plans for affected bases. This 
process will be impartial and fair, and it will 
produce a net savings of $48 billion over the 
next 20 years. It will result in a military that 
is more efficient and better prepared, so you 
can better protect the American people 
against the dangers of this new century 

Transformation requires more than high- 
tech weapons; it requires creativity, 
nuity, and a willingness to try things 
All the advanced te -chnology in the world will 
not transform our military if we do not trans 
form our thinking. 


inge- 


new 


Sometimes, transformation means using 
old capabilities in new ways. In Afghanistan 
our troops rode into battle on horseback, but 
they did it while using GPS and advanced 
satellite communications to call in air strikes 
on enemy positions. They combined a staple 
of 19th century warfare with the 
vanced 21st century technology, and they . 
he ‘Ipe -d remove a di ingerous thre “at to Ame 


ica 


most ad- 


military careers, we 
need you to bring that same spirit of cre 
ativity and innovation to your work. Seek out 
the innovative leaders in our military 
with them and learn from them, and they 
will help you to become leaders yourselves 
Show courage and not just on the battlefield 
Pursue the possibilities others tell you do not 
exist. 


As you begin your 


work 


If you 
established ways of thinking, you 
will face opposition. Believe me, I know, I’ve 
lived in Washington for the past 4 years. The 
opponents of change are many, and its, cham- 
pions are few, but the champions of change 
are the ones who make Be cham- 
pions, and you will make America safer for 
your children and your grandchildren, 
you'll add to the character of our Nation. 

And as you begin your 
proceed with confidence, 
zens are determined, our country is strong, 
and the future belongs to freedom. 
the world, liberty is on the march. 


This advice comes with a warning 
challenge 


history. 
and 


military careers 
because our citi- 


Across 
In the 
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last 18 months, we have witnessed a Rose 
Revolution in Georgia, an Orange Revolution 
in the Ukraine, a Purple Revolution in Iraq, 
a Tulip Revolution in Kyrgyzstan, and a 
Cedar Revolution in Lebanon, and these are 
only the beginning. Across central Asia and 
the broader Middle East, we are 
rise of a new generation whose 
for liberty, 


seeing the 
hearts burn 
going to 


’ 
and they are have it. 


America is standing with these democratic 
know that the only 
force powerful enough to stop the rise of tyr- 
anny and terror and replace hatred with hope 
is the force of human freedom. And by ex- 
tending freedom to millions who have not 
known it, we will advance the 
and make 


reformers because we 


cause of peace 
America more secure. 

Some of our men and women in uniform 
_ and others 
with terrible 
America honors their sacrifice, 


have given their lives in this cause 
have returned home injuries 
and we will 
uphold the cause they served. You are the 
ones who will take up the ‘ir mantle and carry 
on their fight and ensure the triumph of lib- 
erty in the century ahead. 

You are now part of the greatest force for 
freedom in the history of the world, the 
Armed Forces of the United States. In the 
years ahead, you will see dramatic changes 
taking place all around you. Yet amid all the 
tumult and change, there thing that 
won't change, and that is character of our 
This 


mission 


is one 


men and women who wear the uniform 
is your Your 


and it is noble. The 


generation's moment. 


Is necessary, weapons 
you use will be more powerful and precise 
than those available to Ann: ipolis graduates 
who came before you, and you will face en- 
imagined. But what will 
make your success possible is the same thing 


emies they never 


that made their success possible, the courage 


and honor and personal integrity that you 
learned at this Academy. 
Were going to give you the 


tools you'll 
need to prevail in today’s war on terror and 
the capabilities you'll need to protect us 
against the dangers that may yet 
Now the task is in your hands, 
means it is in the best of hands. 


emerge. 

and _ that 
Thank you 
». Bring 
honor to the uniform, security to our country, 
and peace to the world. And congratulations 
to every member of the Class of 2005. 


for your courageous decision to serve 
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May God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the 
Navy Marine Corps Memorial Stadium. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Secretary of the Navy Gor- 
don R. England; Adm. Vern Clark, USN, Chief 
of Naval Operations; Gen. William L. Nyland, 
USM¢ Assistant Commandant of the Marine 
Corps; Vice Adm. Rodney P. Rempt, USN, super- 
intendent, Capt. Charles J. Leidig, Jr., USN, com- 
mandant of midshipmen and William C. Miller, 
academic dean and provost U.S. Naval Academy; 
Lt. Gov. Michael S. Steele of Maryland: Col 
Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi 
Libya; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; Abu Faraj al-Libbi, senior 
Al Qaida associate arrested in Pakistan on April 
30; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al 
Zarqawi 


Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Giving Notification 
of Intent To Reallocate Funds 
Previously Transferred From the 
Emergency Response Fund 

May 27, 2005 


Dear Mr. Speaker 

I am notifying the Congress of my intent 
to reallocate funds previously transferred 
from the Emergency Response Fund (ERF). 

To promote democracy and freedom, $7.7 
million of ERF funds will be reallocated 
within the Broadcasting Board of Governors 
to support the operational costs of Arabic 
radio and television broadcasting to the Mid- 
dle East. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


leader of 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 





May 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 


May 21 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Grand Rapids, MI, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Ruth Dekker. Later, he returned to Wash- 
ington, DC. 

In the evening, at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
the President attended the White House 
News Photographers’ Association “Eyes of 
History” gala 


May 23 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with President Hamid Karzai of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Also in the morning, the President had a 
telephone conversation with Mrs. Bush to 
discuss her ongoing travels in the Middle 
East. 

In the afternoon, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi of Italy to discuss United 
Nations Security Council reform and other 
issues. 


May 24 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Roch- 
ester, NY, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer George-Ann 
Schauffele. He then traveled to Greece, NY. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. Later, in the Residence, 
he met with Republican Members of the 
House of Representatives to discuss legisla- 
tive priorities. 

The White 
President 


House announced that the 
will welcome Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey to the 
White House on June 8. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Roh Moo- 
hyun of South Korea to the White House 
for a meeting and working lunch on June 10. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jan E. Boyer to be U.S. Alternate 
Executive Director of the Inter-American 
Development Bank. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Timothy E. Flanigan to be Deputy 
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Attorney General at the Department of Jus- 
tice. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William Alan Jeffrey to be Director 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology at the Department of Com- 
merce. 

The President announced his intention to 
Ashok G. Kaveeshwar to be Ad- 
ministrator of the Research and Innovative 
Technology Administration at the Depart- 


nominate 


ment of Transportation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Walter Lukken to be a Commis- 
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kathie L. Olsen to be Deputy Di 
rector of the National Science Foundation 


May 25 


In the morning, the President had an intel 
ligence briefing. He then met with Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice 

In the afternoon, the President partici- 
pated in a photo opportunity with recipients 
of the National Center for Missing and Ex 
ploited Children’s Awards. Later, in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive 
Office Building, he met with the President’s 
Export Council. 

The White 
President will 
Mbeki of South 
on June 1. 

The White that the 
President will travel to Denmark on July 6 
prior to his participation in the Group of 
Eight (G—S) Summit in Gleneagles, Scotland 

The that he has 
named Rhonda Keenum as Deputy Assistant 
to the President and Director of Public Liai 
son 

The that he has 
named Juan Carlos Zarate as Deputy Assist 
ant to the President and Deputy National Se- 
curity Adviser for Combating Terrorism 


that the 
welcome President Thabo 


Africa to the White Hous« 


House announced 


announced 


House 


announced 


President 


President announced 


May 26 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William C. Anderson to be Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Air Force (Installations 
and Environment 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Israel Hernandez to be Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce and Director Gen- 
eral of the United States and Foreign Com- 
mercial Service 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Philip D. Morrison to be Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury (Tax Policy 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ronald E. Neumann to be Ambas- 
sador to Afghanistan 


The President announced his intention to 


Raymond to be Under 
Secretary of Agriculture for Food Safety. 


nominate Richard A 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gregory L. Schulte to be U.S. Rep- 
Office of the 
United Nations and U.S Representative to 
the IAEA, with the rank of Ambassador 


resentative to the Vienna 


May 27 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Annap- 
olis, MD 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Camp David, MD 

The White 


President 


that the 
Organization of 


House announced 
will welcome 
States Secretary General 
Miguel Insulza of Chile to the White House 
on May 31 

The White that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Phan 
Van Khai of Vietnam to the White House 


on June 21. 


(American Jose 


House announced 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions of 


members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers 


Submitted May 23 


Arlene Holen, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Re- 
view Commission for a term expiring August 
30, 2010, vice Robert H. Beatty, Jr., term 
expired. 


Tom Luce, 

of Texas, to be Assistant Secretary for Plan- 
ning, Evaluation, and Policy Development, 
Department of Education, vice Bruno Victor 
Mano, resigned. 


Rod J. Rosenstein, 

of Maryland, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis- 
trict of Maryland for the term of 4 years, vice 
Thomas M. DiBiagio. 


Submitted May 25 


Jan E. Boyer, 

of Texas, to be U.S. Alternate Executive Di- 
rector of the Inter-American Development 
Bank, vice Hector E. Morales. 


William Alan Jeffrey, 

of Virginia, to be Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, vice 
Arden Bement, Jr. 


Ashok G. Kaveeshwar, 

of Maryland, to be Administrator of the Re- 
search and Innovative Technology Adminis- 
tration, Department of Transportation, vice 
Ellen G. Engleman, resigned. 


Walter Lukken, 

of Indiana, to be a Commissioner of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission for 
a term expiring April 13, 2010 (reappoint- 
ment). 
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Kathie L. Olsen, 

of Oregon, to be Deputy Director of the Na- 
tional Science 
Bordogna. 


Foundation, vice Joseph 


John M. Reich, 

of Virginia, to be Director of the Office of 
Thrift Supervision for a term expiring Octo- 
ber 23, 2007, vice James Gilleran, term ex- 
pired. 


Submitted May 26 


William Anderson, 
of Connecticut, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force, vice Nelson F. Gibbs. 


Israel Hernandez, 

of Texas, to be Assistant Secretary of Com- 
merce and Director General of the United 
States and Foreign Commercial Service, vice 


Rhonda Keenum. 


Philip D. Morrison, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury, vice Pamela 
F. Olson, resigned. 


Ronald E. Neumann, 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador to the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan. 


Randal Quarles, 
of Utah, to be an Under Secretary of the 
Treasury, vice Brian Carlton Roseboro. 


Richard A. Raymond, 

of Nebraska, to be Under Secretary of Agri- 
culture for Food Safety, vice Elsa A. Murano, 
resigned. 


Gregory L. Schulte, 

of Virginia, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, with the rank of Am- 
bassador. 


Gregory L. Schulte, 

of Virginia, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the Vienna Of- 
fice of the United Nations, with the rank of 
Ambassador. 
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Checklist 


of White House Press Releases 


The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements 


Released May 23 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 

Released May 24 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
Prime Minister Erdogan of Turkey to Wash 
ington 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
To Welcome South Korean President Roh 
Fact sheet: Valuing Life Through Embryo 
Adoption and Ethical Stem Cell Research 


Released May 25 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec 
retary Scott McClellan 
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Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
South African President Thabo Mbeki 
Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush To Visit Denmark 
Fact sheet: Developing Clean and Secure 
Energy Through Hydrogen Fuel 


Released May 26 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Scott McClellan 

Released May 27 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Organiza- 
tion of American States (OAS) Secretary 
General To Meet With President Bush 
Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
Prime Minister Phan Van Khai of Vietnam 
to Washington 





Acts Approved 
by the President 


Norte: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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